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look round and see whether we can find
a father and son in this congregation. Do
we see one an elephant, and the other a
hen? No. Does a father that looks like
a human being have a son like an ape,
going on all fours? No; the son looks
like his father. There is an endless vari-
ety of distinction in the few features that
compose the human face, yet children
have in their countenances and general
expression of figure and temperament a
greater or less likeness of their parents.
You do not see brutes spring from human
beings. Every species is true to its kind.
The children of men are featured alike
and walk erect.

The Bible clearly teaches us that we
are the children of the very Being who
framed this earth and peopled it. Such
teachings may be found in hundreds of
places in the Scriptures, and yet we do
not know anything about our Father! Is
it not astonishing? I frequently think
that truly the things of God are spiritu-
ally discerned, when man, in his reflec-
tions, thoughts, words, and acts, as a fi-
nite being, knows nothing of God. But
when he meditates and acts from the in-
telligence of the spirit God has placed
within him, the visions of eternity are
opened to him; heaven and eternity are
before him.

Brother Hyde compared the depar-
ture of the spirit from the body to go-
ing into another room, and referred to
a statement made by Andrew Jackson
Davis. He placed himself in a clairvoy-
ant state beside the bed of a sick person
and observed the spirit of a lady leave
her body. He saw the spirit ascend from
the head of the mortal tenement—saw
it walk out into the open air in com-
pany with another spirit that came to
escort her away. They appeared to him
to ascend an inclined plane, and contin-
ued to walk away until they were out
of his sight. Do you not believe that

your spirit will be in existence after it
leaves the body? I care not whether it
goes out from the head or from some
other portion. Mr. Davis says that af-
ter the spirit was fully out of the body,
he saw as it were an umbilical cord that
yet retained the spirit to the body; and
that when that was separated, the spirit
was free, and the body was consigned to
dissolution. Whether this be true or not,
it is as certain that the spirit leaves the
body as it is that it enters it. When it
leaves the body, it dwells in the spirit
world until the body is raised up by the
power of God; and when it is raised up,
do you not think that we shall look like
our Father? If any of us could now see
the God we are striving to serve—if we
could see our Father who dwells in the
heavens, we should learn that we are as
well acquainted with him as we are with
our earthly father; and he would be as
familiar to us in the expression of his
countenance, and we should be ready to
embrace him and fall upon his neck and
kiss him, if we had the privilege. And
still we, unless the vision of the Spirit is
opened to us, know nothing about God.
You know much about him, if you did
but realize it. And there is no other
one item that will so much astound you,
when your eyes are opened in eternity, as
to think that you were so stupid in the
body.

Be very careful that you do not so con-
duct yourselves that when your bodies
die, you will not receive them in an im-
mortal state. Be careful that your lives
are such that you be not deprived en-
tirely of these bodies which have borne
so much affliction and pain. There is a
great design in the formation of the body.

The people cannot comprehend the
deep mystery of the design of the
Almighty in bringing so many people
into this human world, shall I say?
This is a world of pain, of darkness,


