THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD, ETC.

themselves, they will cry to the servants
of God for deliverance; but the reply
will be—"You have bound us, you have
crushed us, and have rendered it impos-
sible for us to save you." Then the cries
of the wicked will ascend up to heaven;
and finally, when they are brought before
the judgment seat it will be said unto
them, "Depart from me, ye cursed; for I
was an hungered, and ye fed me not; I
was naked, and ye clothed me not; I was
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink."

Well, then, inasmuch as the salvation
of the world is to a great extent depen-
dent upon our integrity and the faithful
performance of our duties in this Priest-
hood, do you not see that we are required
to work not only for our own salvation,
but for the welfare and salvation of oth-
ers? Now, if we respect mankind, we will
not waste any of our valuable time, but
go right forward; and although men may
meet us with their rifles, with their can-
non, and engines of death, yet the day
will come when they will thank God that
there was integrity in us and a disposi-
tion to save, because they will find that
their salvation has depended upon us.
And were we to turn back and fly from
the track, they would curse us for hav-
ing done so; for they will see that if they
gain any favor at all, it will be owing to
our faithful adherence to the cause with
which we have been entrusted.

Brethren and sisters, there are many
things that pass through my mind when
I reflect upon the magnitude of the work
in which we are engaged; but I feel as
though I had said just about enough at
this time.

[Blessed the sacrament cup.]

Brother Young says he wishes me to
go ahead and speak as I feel led by
the Spirit. But when I arose I did not
anticipate speaking but a few minutes;
and hence, I keyed my voice too high
for a lengthy speech. Though willing
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to speak, I have to confess that I feel my
voice giving way. In my remarks so far, I
have not touched on the thing that was
in my mind when I commenced to ad-
dress you; therefore these are only pre-
liminaries. Still I felt that I wanted to
apprise the Saints and all concerned of
the authority under which the servants
of God act.

Among the Jews, the Scribes and
Pharisees would teach the people in this
way—"Now, if this is to be, then the in-
ference is so-and-so; and if this propo-
sition be true, then the conclusion is
certain." But when Jesus spoke to the
people and taught them, he made no
vain propositions and drew no milk-and-
water conclusions: but he spoke and
it was done; and the contrast was so
great between the teachings of the Jew-
ish Rabbis and the teachings of the Sav-
ior, that they could not but notice it.
"Why," said they, "he speaks as one hav-
ing authority, and not as the scribes." He,
having this Priesthood, and having com-
munion with God, our heavenly Father,
manifested the wisdom of the heavens;
and this difference is manifested and felt
in this generation when the servants of
God proclaim to the inhabitants of the
earth that God has spoken, and that he
again reveals his will to man.

I am not now speaking of those who
may have this Priesthood in form only,
and who go and get drunk, as some have
done: I am not speaking of those who
have committed whoredom in the land;
for they will all go to hell together, if
they repent not. I want to draw the
line of distinction between them and
those who call upon God day and night
for instruction to mark out their course.
They are the ones who have the favor of
Heaven, who are filled with his Spirit,
and whose words are quick and pow-
erful, and whose testimony causes the
wicked to fear and tremble.



