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dom and skill, and all their inventions.
They are wise in many things that per-
tain to this world, and they possess some
knowledge of the sciences; but when they
come to the policy of the King of kings
and Lord of lords, they know little or
nothing about it.

We say, again, that we are occupying
an important position. Take it on the
other hand, and let us see how we stand.
If God has spoken to us and given to us
the holy Priesthood, then this is the only
door by which men and women can en-
ter and be saved in the kingdom of God;
this is the only door that enters into the
celestial kingdom, that entitles us to do-
minions, principalities, and powers: it is
the only door and key by which mankind
can obtain an entrance into life everlast-
ing.

The world is arrayed against us.
They have long sought an action against
the people of God, and what are they
doing? Now, says the Almighty, I
have given unto you power to save all
mankind that believe and repent. Oh,
but says the world, that is blasphemy!
That is taking the laurels of the Sav-
ior and twining them around your own
brow! Do you assume such responsibility
as that? It is the very height of folly and
wretchedness. This is what our accusers
say: but let us look at this matter a lit-
tle. Did not the Savior say, when speak-
ing to the Jews, "If the salt has lost its
savor, then it has no power to save, and
is good for nothing but to be cast out and
trodden under foot of men?" and, says
the Prophet—"Saviors shall come up on
mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau;
and the kingdom shall be the Lord's."
Did not our Savior say, "He that heareth
you heareth me?" Then if we have this
authority, this Priesthood, this agency to
act in that name—the name and power
and Priesthood of the Savior, are we not

entitled to a fulfillment of the promise—
"Lo, I am with you always, even to the
end of the world?" What more can you
ask? What more can you desire?

This is the virtue of that Priesthood
that the Savior has conferred upon us
by the powers that are centered on high,
and this I know to be true. Although it
is bestowed upon a people that is every-
where spoken against, yet I feel to say
in my heart, God be thanked that he has
conferred this honor upon us! We ought
to be willing to endure the hardness of
the world as good soldiers.

Don't you know that the world are
seeking to ensnare and kill their only
saviors? If they kill us, they are damned.
Hear it! Ensnare us, and you shall
be ensnared. Throw stumblingblocks in
our way, and stumblingblocks shall be
thrown in yours. I speak by authority.
I know the source whence the authority
came.

I am here reminded of a little
anecdote—a little circumstance that will
serve to illustrate what I would wish to
say. I do not know that I shall get it
exactly right, but I shall be able to get
the principle. Once, in Nauvoo, brother
Joseph Smith had a dream. It was about
the time of his troubles, just before his
martyrdom. He dreamed that certain
characters had dug a pit and bound his
arms with a view of pushing him into it.
Well, there he was, with his hands bound
fast and all ready for being pushed into
the pit. But when his enemies made a
stride at him, they happened to miss him
and fell in themselves. Then, when they
could not get out themselves, they cried
to Joseph, saying, "Help us out of the
pit!" But he said, "I cannot do it, for you
have bound me."

That is the position of the world.
They desire to destroy their only real
benefactors; and when they get into
trouble, so that they cannot save


