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term it? And if it be forgery, what is
the penalty? Is it not a fine? Is it not
imprisonment? And does it not deprive
a man of citizenship and liberty? Most
assuredly it does. Well, then, to com-
mit forgery against man is but a tri-
fling offense to the committing of forgery
against the King of kings and Lord of
lords, by the use of his name when we are
not authorized. Hence we are told that
no man shall take the name of the Lord
his God in vain, "for the Lord will not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name
in vain."

If I am not legally appointed to act as
a minister of Jesus, am I not taking his
name in vain? Judge ye what I say. It
is my opinion that when the veil is rent,
there will be a page disclosed that will
astonish the world; for the holy Priest-
hood has been given unto us—that is, au-
thority to act in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ; and a voice from heaven
has declared that at that name every
knee shall bow and every tongue confess.
If we are authorized by that personage,
and he has given us a right to use his
name, then our heavenly Father is bound
to fulfil and to honor our acts and do-
ings, when we proceed according to the
letter of instructions that he has given to
us. Judge ye. My declaration, however,
may not be sufficient; therefore I will re-
fer you to the declaration of the Son of
God, which bears directly on the point at
issue. What is it? "Whatsoever ye shall
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven:
and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven." (Matt. xviii.
18.) Hear it, ye people! Hear it, ye that
mock at the authority of God, and re-
member that I have declared and borne
testimony that the kingdom of God has
come nigh unto you.

Again: If this Priesthood has been
committed unto us, and I will take
the responsibility of saying, in the

name that I have named before you that
this authority has been conferred and
placed upon us by messengers from the
courts of glory; and this is as strong a
testimony as I am capable of bearing on
this point. I know it, and I am an eyewit-
ness before you, and so are my brethren
who surround me on this Stand; and it
is written that the testimony of two or
three is good, and by it shall every word
be established. The testimony of two in a
court of justice will hang a man, or take
away his liberty.

Now, we, in the sacredness of that
name, bear testimony unto you that the
Priesthood has been given to man, and
we do it with the assurance that God will
respond to the deeds done in his name,
and by the authority of that Priesthood
which he has given; and remember that
he has said unto his servants who are
clothed with his power, as he said unto
those whom he called when his Son min-
istered amongst men, "Whatsoever ye
shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven."

The Priesthood that does not possess
this power I would give no more for than
I would for a power issued and given
from any irresponsible source. There is
no power in it to back it up or to re-
spond to its petitions. We do not ask
for such a Priesthood—one that would
lead us to commit forgery and to use
that name in vain of which I have been
speaking; I say we do not ask for any in-
formation or power from such a source.
Such a Priesthood would subject me to
a penalty that I would not like to in-
cur; neither would any man that has any
knowledge, or that knows his right hand
from his left. But, O the ignorance and
blindness of this generation! They know
not the right hand from the left in the
things of God, with all their boasted wis-


