HINTS TO FAULTFINDERS, ETC.

days in which we live, the time spoken
of by the Prophets, and by the Savior,
and his ancient Apostles, when the un-
belief and hardness of the hearts of the
children of men would cause them to be
overcome by the power of Satan, to yield
themselves to be servants to that wicked
one. God has borne and foreborne with
them, until he has begun to send them
strong delusions, as he long foretold that
he would, that they might believe a lie
and be damned, for they have pleasure
in unrighteousness, and have no plea-
sure in truthfulness, nor in the salva-
tion of the Lord Jesus. They have plea-
sure in rioting, fighting, warring, killing,
contentions, and every crime that can be
enumerated. What will become of their
belief? Will it not perish? Yes. When you
believe the principles of the Gospel and
attain unto faith, which is a gift of God,
he adds more faith, adding faith to faith.
He bestows faith upon his creatures as
a gift; but his creatures inherently pos-
sess the privilege of believing the Gospel
to be true or false. Is the belief they pos-
sess, to believe a lie expressly that they
may be damned, faith? No. You may say
it is a portion of faith. It is immaterial
to me what you call it. It is the belief,
the ability, the power that God has or-
ganized in the organization of man, and
which he can do with as he pleases. If
he uses it to believe a lie that he may be
damned, both himself and his belief will
perish and fall, to rise no more, while
God will bestow faith on those who be-
lieve the truth.

Forsake the Spirit of the Lord—the
Holy Ghost—the influence that comes
from above, and partake of an earthly,
dark, unbelieving influence or spirit,
and your faith is gone; you have no
faith. Is there a person who can pos-
sess faith without belief? No. Can men
possess belief without faith? Yes, ev-
ery son and daughter of Adam. Be-
lief is an inherent principle in the
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organism of man to lay the foundation
for faith.

I will sum it up again: Faith is an
eternal principle—one of the attributes
of the Deity by which the worlds are and
were created. Belief is the admission of
either truth or falsehood.

It has been stated that I teach the
doctrine that the Gods continue to in-
crease in all their attributes to all eter-
nity. Have you ever heard me teach such
a doctrine? I have taught doctrine; but
have I called in question any of the Gods?
It has been stated that God our Father
comprehends eternity, from eternity to
eternity, all there is, all there was, all
there ever can be about eternity, in and
through it. When a person undertakes
to establish such a doctrine, what does
he do? He gives bounds to that eter-
nity which he at the same time admits
to be boundless. Admit such doctrine,
and eternity flees away like the shadow
of morning; and that is as much as I ever
teach about it. Do I say that heavenly
beings improve? I am not yet there; I do
not know.

Understand eternity? There is not
and never was a man in finite flesh
who understands it. Enoch has been re-
ferred to in this matter. How many of
the Gods and kingdoms he saw when
the vision of his mind was opened, mat-
ters not. If he had seen more than he
could have enumerated throughout his
long life, and more than all the men
on earth could multiply from the time
his vision opened until now, he would
not have attained to the comprehen-
sion of eternity. How much Enoch saw,
how many worlds he saw, has nothing
to do with the case. This is a matter
that wise men know nothing about. I
do not know, though I know as much
about it as any man in this house or in
this generation. I can comprehend, by
the words of eternal life, that there is



