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which the right one is? Had you not bet-
ter do the whole ten pieces, that you may
be sure of performing that which the
Lord does really require at your hands?

First, believe in the Lord God
Almighty, in his Son Jesus Christ, and in
his Prophets that he sent in days of old;
then believe in Joseph Smith, and do the
works of the Father, before you question
what I dictate to this people.

The Lord says, by one of the ancient
prophets, "Wherefore the Lord said,
Forasmuch as this people draw near me
with their mouth, and with their lips do
honor me, but have removed their hearts
far from me, and their fear toward me
is taught by the precepts of men; There-
fore, behold, I will proceed to do a mar-
velous work among this people, even a
marvelous work and a wonder: for the
wisdom of their wise men shall perish,
and the understanding of their prudent
men shall be hid. From the time that it
goeth forth it shall take you: for morning
by morning shall it pass over, by day and
by night: and it shall be a vexation only
to understand the report."

The sound of the Gospel of life and
salvation, to gather the house of Israel
and redeem the children of men, is a
terror to all nations. The fulfillment
of this prophecy is plainly manifest, as
is also that of revelations given in our
day in connection with the great latter-
day work; and yet all modern Christian
communities disbelieve in new revela-
tion. Are they hunted and cast out? No:
they are received in the first society of
the land as gentlemen. They are asso-
ciates for Presidents and governors—for
the chief rulers of the nation, who re-
ceive them with all the courtesy and gen-
erous kindness of which they are capa-
ble. But let men come, as Peter, James,
and John, with words of eternal truth
in their mouths, and they are despised

and looked upon with withering scorn, as
I and others of my brethren have been,
and as Joseph Smith was, who was slain
by the hands of wicked men.

Why do men hate me? Why do they
hate you? Why did they hate Joseph
Smith, Jesus Christ, and his ancient
Apostles? Jesus they nailed to a cross,
and Peter they crucified with his head
downwards. John the Evangelist they
banished to one of the islands of the
Mediterranean, to be a slave in the
lead mines, and tried to destroy him by
putting him into a cauldron of boiling
oil. Had he declared that Jesus and
Moses were impostors, and that revela-
tions from heaven were a humbug, would
they have treated him as they did? They
would not, but would have hailed him
as one of their bosom friends. Hatred
and persecution have been the lot of ev-
ery man that ever lived upon the earth
holding the oracles of the kingdom of
heaven to deliver to the children of men.
Wicked men, Satan, and all the powers
of hell hate and are at war with every
holy principle that God wishes to place
in the possession of his children. That is
the true reason of the hatred and perse-
cution meted out to us.

If people will believe the Gospel, and
live by the principles thereof, they will
be saved. They will not be faultfind-
ers, they will not be discontented, they
will not be workers of iniquity, they will
not seek to falsify and change the truth
into a lie, nor a lie into the truth; they
will not seek to make white black, and
black white. The Spirit of God has no
place in persons who do such things.
What have I to do with them? I am
willing to preach the Gospel to all, and
to seek the eternal good of all people.
I have examined myself very closely; I
have been trying to learn myself, to gov-
ern myself, and purify my own heart.
The worst evil I can imagine or wish to


