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community? Will a community of civ-
ilized nations rise up one against an-
other, nation against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom, using against
each other every destructive invention
that can be brought to bear in their
wars?

When will they be civilized? When
the Lord shall judge among the na-
tions, and shall rebuke many people;
and they shall beat their swords into
ploughshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks; when nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither learn
war any more. When the world is in
a state of true civilization, man will
have ceased to contend against his fellow
man, either as individuals, parties, com-
munities, sects, or nations. This state of
civilization will be brought about by the
holy Priesthood of the Son of God; and
men, with full purpose of heart, will seek
unto Him who is pure and holy, even our
Great Creator—our Father and God; and
he will give them a law that is pure—
a government and plan of society pos-
sessed by holy beings in heaven. Then
there will be no more war, no more blood-
shed, no more evil speaking and evil do-
ing; but all will be contented to follow in
the path of truth, which alone is calcu-
lated to exalt and dignify the whole man,
mentally and physically, in all his opera-
tions, labors, and purposes. Short of this,
mankind cannot be said to be truly civi-
lized.

God forbid that modern civilization
should make that simple, unsophisti-
cated people, whom Captain Gibson has
portrayed tonight, as are the Christian
nations of Europe and America! God for-
bid that such a civilization should ever
be introduced among them! But be-
stow upon them the principles of eternal
truth; teach them how to live so as to
do honor to their existence; teach them
how to preserve themselves—how to pre-
serve their companions, their associates,

friends, and relatives; teach them how
to preserve themselves as communities
and nations, and how to secure and pre-
serve to every person his equal and legal
rights, seeking to preserve them in the
truth, in light, in intelligence, in honor,
and in every principle and act calculated
to make a happy, Godlike, heavenly, so-
cial community. These are my views of
civilization.

I shall be very happy when I can
know that the people of the East In-
dian Archipelago, and the people on ev-
ery island and continent, both the high
and the low, the ignorant and intelligent,
have received the words of eternal life,
and have had bestowed upon them the
power of the eternal Priesthood of the
Son of God, by which they may become
truly civilized.

I am trying to civilize myself. Are
you trying to do the same? If we have
succeeded in this, then we have control
over our words and over our actions, and
also, so far as our influence goes, over
our associates. If we are civilized our-
selves, we shall be partially prepared to
receive the things that our Father and
God has in store for all such as prepare
themselves to become recipients of his
choice gifts—for enlightenment, for in-
telligence, for glory, for power, and for
every qualification he wishes to bestow
upon his children here upon the earth,
to prepare them to dwell in mansions of
eternal light.

It is written that the greatest gift
God can bestow upon man is the gift
of eternal life. The greatest attain-
ment that we can reach is to preserve
our identity to an eternal duration in
the midst of the heavenly hosts. We
have the words of eternal life given to
us through the Gospel, which, if we
obey, will secure unto us that precious
gift. The greatest blessing that can
be bestowed on the children of men is
power to civilize themselves after the


