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the blaze of God's eternal fire in the
eternal world, and is placed here upon
the earth that he may possess true in-
telligence, true light, true knowledge—
that he may know himself—that he may
know God—that he may know some-
thing about what he was before he
came here—that he may know some-
thing about what he is destined to en-
joy in the eternal worlds—that he may
be fully acquainted with his origin, with
his present existence, and with his fu-
ture destiny—that he may know some-
thing about the strength and weakness
of human nature—that he may under-
stand the Divine law, and learn to con-
quer his passions, and bring into subjec-
tion every principle that is at variance
with the law of God—that he may under-
stand his true relationship to God; and
finally, that he may learn how to subdue,
to conquer, subject all wrong, seek after,
obtain, and possess every true, holy, vir-
tuous, and heavenly principle; and as he
is only a sojourner, that he may fulfil the
measure of his creation, help himself and
family, be a benefit to the present and
future generations, and go back to God,
having accomplished the work he came
here to perform.

And if ever there was a time on the
earth, since this world rolled into exis-
tence, that man was placed in a most
important position, it is at this time. If
ever there was a people under the face
of the heavens that enjoyed great priv-
ileges, and ought to be acquainted with
eternal principles, this is the people.

In ages and generations that are
past men could not accomplish much.
They came in to the world—they lived—
they died—they had their Prophets
once in a while, and slight manifes-
tations from God. Those Prophets,
when wrapped in prophetic vision—
when their minds were illuminated
with Divine truth, looked through the
dark vista of future ages, and con-

templated a time when iniquity should
no longer triumph, when the powers of
darkness should be brought under sub-
jection to the kingdom of God, which
should be established in the latter day,
and the government of God be main-
tained, and his holy Priesthood hold
universal rule, where there should be
a reorganization of light, truth, intel-
ligence, rule, and government pertain-
ing to things that are, to things that
were, and to things that are to come.
The Prophets in former times had their
minds lit up from time to time. They got
simply a glimpse of the things that it is
our privilege as a people to enjoy.

God has gathered us from among all
the nations of the earth. He has called
us together by the light of his truth—
by the light of his Spirit—by the light of
his Gospel of peace. He has gathered us
together into one fold; he has given us
revelation; he has given us a knowledge
of ourselves, and a slight knowledge of
himself, so far as we have lived up to our
privileges, and so far as we have culti-
vated the light of the Spirit he has given
to us. He has given us a knowledge of
our weakness and of our strength and
of our imperfections. We are permitted
to derive from God all the powers of the
Priesthood. The light of truth has been
developed, and many things pertaining
to the future.

If we will only be faithful, he will lead
us on from light to light, from truth to
truth, from intelligence to intelligence,
until we shall know and see and com-
prehend God, whom to know is life ev-
erlasting. He has planted within us,
through the principles of eternal truth,
the germs of everlasting life; so that
Death, which has been a terror to all
nations for generations past, which has
caused men to quail, and through which
the Jews all their life long were subject
to bondage, has lost its terrors on the



