2 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

systems. They have waned away, and
many of the great and honorable are as
much despised since they died as they
were honored while they lived and were
in the possession of their earthly glory.
What is man?

In some points of view, the human
race are feeble indeed. They are feeble
in their bodies, minds, and spirits, and
need some sustaining influence to up-
hold them both in body and mind before
they can occupy their true position in so-
ciety, whether in relation to this world,
or in relation to the world which is to
come. For instance, a man may study for
years, and perhaps some faint affliction
of his body will overturn his intellect; he
loses his senses, his reason is fled, and
he becomes a raving maniac. We are in-
deed poor creatures. Think what a num-
ber of infirmities the human system is
subject to, until finally death closes its
mortal career, and it is laid among the
silent dead.

Let us ask what the nations of the
earth have accomplished for the last
six or seven thousand years. What
great work have they achieved? What
have the greatest warriors and states-
men that have existed from the begin-
ning done? What good have they ac-
complished for the world? What boon
have they handed down to posterity, and
how much better are we off because
they lived, because they moved upon the
earth, and because they possessed a cer-
tain power upon it? They have accom-
plished a solemn nothing. Where are
those mighty conquerors and bright ge-
niuses now? Where are some of the
mightiest men? And what has become of
the nations and cities where they flour-
ished? It has become a matter of doubt
where even the foundations of Baby-
lon and Nineveh were laid. Egypt, it
is true, has preserved some of its an-
cient monuments, kings, and princes
unto the present day. What are those

men? Loathsome mummies. What
are they doing with them? The great
Potiphars, Ptolemies, and Pharaohs are
now being used for fuel to make steam to
drive railway cars.

What is man, that thou art mindful
of him? Or the son of man, that thou re-
memberest him?

What is man, surely, when we look at
him in this point of view? And what are
those ancient nations? What intelligence
have they communicated to the men of
future ages? What real good have they
done them?

A great many of the ancient nations
were idolaters. They worshipped dogs,
cats, crocodiles, serpents, and every kind
of thing that came within the range of
their imagination.

They could not get any idea of the
true God, any more than the Christian
world can at the present time, without
revelation, nor any knowledge of the rea-
son of their being on the earth, what
they came into the world for, and what
they were designed to accomplish. If we
look at the world in this point of view, it
presents a sorry spectacle.

We talk sometimes about the great
works of artists, painters, sculptors, &c.
But what have those smart geniuses ac-
complished of real practical good to the
world? What do their records show?
Their works may be seen in many of the
capitals of the nations of Europe. What
are they? So many representations of
war, destruction, and death. If you ex-
amine some of the galleries of art in
France, the history of that country can
be traced from the third century to the
present time. You find in those galleries
splendid specimens of art; and what are
they? Here is a representation of a bat-
tle fought; there, the representation of
death and destruction; and yonder is a
splendid picture representing the march
of a victorious army, destroying an un-
fortunate and vanquished people, and



