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Twelve who have come here this morn-
ing, except brother Benson, knew of my
intentions. I did tell brother Benson
I thought of making a confession this
morning, but the others were not aware
of this. There are a few things which
have been a source of sorrow to myself,
at different times, for many years.

Perhaps you may be desirous to know
what they are. I will tell you. There are
some points of doctrine which I have un-
fortunately thrown out before the people.

At the time I expressed those views, I
did most sincerely believe that they were
in accordance with the word of God. I did
most sincerely suppose that I was justi-
fying the truth. But I have since learned
from my brethren that some of the doc-
trines I had advanced in the "Seer," at
Washington, were incorrect. Naturally
being of a stubborn disposition, and hav-
ing a kind of a self-will about me, and
moreover supposing really and sincerely
that I did understand what true doc-
trine was in relation to those points, I
did not feel to yield to the judgment of
my brethren, but believed they were in
error. Now, was this right? No, it was
not. Why? Because the Priesthood is the
highest and only legitimate authority in
the Church in these matters.

How is it about this? Have we not
a right to make up our minds in rela-
tion to the things recorded in the word of
God, and speak about them, whether the
living oracles believe our views or not?
We have not the right. Why? Because
the mind of man is weak: one man may
make up his mind in this way, and an-
other man may make up his mind in an-
other way, and a third individual may
have his views; and thus every man is
left to be his own authority, and is gov-
erned by his own judgment, which he
takes as his standard.

Do you not perceive that this would,

in a short time, cause a complete dis-
union and division of sentiment through-
out the whole Church? That would
never fulfil the words of my text—would
never bring to pass the sayings of Isaiah,
that their watchmen should lift up their
voice, &c.

In this thing I have sinned; and for
this I am willing to make my confession
to the Saints. I ought to have yielded to
the views of my brethren. I ought to have
said, as Jesus did to his Father on a cer-
tain occasion, "Father, thy will be done."

"You have made this confession," says
one; "and now we want to ask you a ques-
tion on the subject: What do you believe
concerning those points now?"

I will answer in the words of Paul—
"I know nothing of myself; yet am I not
hereby justified: but he that judgeth me
is the Lord." So far as revelation from the
heavens is concerned, I have had none in
relation to those points of doctrine.

I will tell you what I have had re-
vealed to me: I have had revealed to me
that the Book of Mormon is from God; I
have had revealed to me that the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants is also from
God; I have had revealed to me that this
is the Church and kingdom of God; I
have had revealed to me that this is the
last dispensation of the fulness of times.
These things are matters of knowledge
with me: I know them to be true, and I
do know about many things in relation
to God and to future events. But, when
I reflect upon the subject, I have very lit-
tle knowledge concerning many things.
What do I know, for instance, about
much of what is revealed in the last book
of the New Testament, called John's Rev-
elation? What do I know about much
written in the book of Daniel? Some
few things are quite plain: but what do
I understand in relation to some few of
the predictions in the 11th chapter of


