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An angel of the Lord opened the
prison doors, and set Peter and some oth-
ers at liberty. The angel of the Lord
appeared to Paul in a dream, and com-
forted him when he was in danger of be-
ing shipwrecked, and told him that no
one on board should perish. How came
they in possession of all this knowledge?
And how came they to be such favorites
with the heavens? It was all through the
Gospel.

We find the Apostle John driven as
a poor exile and outcast to the Isle of
Patmos, in consequence of his religion,
where he had to labor among the slaves
in the lead mines, oppressed and bowed
down in consequence of the tyranny and
severity of his taskmasters. But he was
in the spirit on the Lord's day, and the
heavens were opened to his view, and he
gazed on the past, on the present, and
on the future, contemplating events that
should transpire through every subse-
quent period of time until the winding-
up scene. He told of the time when the
grave should deliver up its dead, and
when the sea should deliver up the dead
that are in it, and all nations should
stand before God and give an account of
the deeds done in the body.

He told of Jesus Christ coming with
his holy angels to execute judgment
on the ungodly. He told of the New
Jerusalem that should descend from God
out of heaven as a bride prepared for the
bridegroom.

He told of the Millennium, when
not only the Saints should burst the
barriers of the tomb, but come forth
and live and reign with Christ a thou-
sand years on the earth, when righ-
teousness and truth should prevail, and
iniquity hide its hoary head, and the
power of God be made manifest; and
every nation, tongue, and people bow
to the scepter of King Immanuel, and
all acknowledge him as Lord over all.

How did you know all this, John? "I
had the Gospel of Jesus Christ, that re-
stored this power to the earth, which un-
folded unto me these things; and I have
communicated only part of the things I
saw."

This power was enjoyed not only by
the Apostles, as some suppose, but it ex-
isted among the Saints; and hence Paul,
writing to the Church, says—"Now con-
cerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would
not have you ignorant. But the manifes-
tation of the Spirit is given to every man
to profit withal. For to one is given by the
Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the
word of knowledge by the same Spirit;
To another faith by the same Spirit; to
another the gift of healing by the same
Spirit; To another the working of mir-
acles; to another prophecy; to another
discerning of spirits; to another divers
kinds of tongues; to another the inter-
pretation of tongues: But all these wor-
keth that one and the selfsame Spirit, di-
viding to every man severally as he will.
For as the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that
one body, being many, are one body: so
also is Christ. For the body is not one
member, but many," &c. Consequently,
this Spirit extended not only to the Apos-
tles and permanent disciples, but to the
whole Church, the Spirit being given to
every man to profit withal. And what
was that? It was the gift of the Holy
Ghost, which Peter told the people, on
the day of Pentecost, they should receive;
for on that day he told them to repent
and be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and they
should receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Why? Because, says he, "The promise is
to you, and your children," &c.

"To us who are Apostles," and to
whom else? "To you, and to your
children." Whom else? "To all that


