306

Bishop, that he may not be taxed with
all the little difficulties of your domes-
tic circles. He is a little man, and it is
enough for him to be taxed with the gen-
eral business of the Ward. I want you
to understand that he has need of what
you promised him. Did you not promise
him that you would sustain him by your
works as well as by your faith? I want
you to redeem that promise; for if it had
not been necessary for you to do this, it
would not have been asked. Then sus-
tain your Bishop, and uphold him. "But,"
says one, "I do not know that it is my
business. If he is not smart enough, let
the proper authorities put in another."
Why, bless you, the authorities did not
want the smartest men; but they wanted
to prove to the world that the Lord could
make those smart whom he called and
ordained. "Why," says one, "you do not
think much of our Bishop; you do not ap-
pear to estimate him very highly." Yes, I
do; but I want you to understand that he
has got his own weaknesses and faults
to contend with, the same as other men,
and just as much of yours as you put
upon him. I want you that are smart
men to resolve yourselves into bishops,
and to play the Bishop's part at home,
and to adopt the principles that he in-
culcates in your home circles. How very
few there are who do this! But it is not
too late to learn to judge righteously—
to create quietude and peace, virtue and
holiness, at your own homes. Then who
will there be to annoy the Bishop with
their troubles? Who will be sending to
the President for a divorce, when you all
get your little wards at home thoroughly
disciplined? This you can do, by being
united, more effectually than he can; for
he cannot be always with you. Then you
can bring out your little wards, and let
him have the advantage of a leaf out of
your books.

But if you cannot do this, hold
your tongues and be ashamed, and just
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conclude that you will fulfil the promise
that you made, and strengthen him, and
simply because he needs strength; and
aid him all you can; afford him all the
comfort you can; and this will bring you
together in the principles of truth: it
unites you in one, so that your action will
be one; your feelings and your spirit will
be one, and you will walk in the same
path together and be agreed.

Take this course in regard to living
your religion, and you do well. But pos-
sibly you do not need any of this instruc-
tion. If you do not, I am very glad of it.
And if you have qualified yourselves and
cultivated your minds to that degree of
perfection that you do not need it here,
you may just pass it over to your neigh-
bors. Let righteousness be developed in
this Ward, and let that unanimity of feel-
ing be manifested that will cause the in-
structions of your Bishop to be warmly
received; and let faith be exercised for
him, that he may be full of knowledge
and power, and have influence among
the people for whose good he labors day
by day. This is the way I want you to
act in regard to this matter; and, to do
this effectually, you must make all things
right at home. Do not leave this great
work for the Bishop alone, but let it be
the duty of every man in the home circle,
and there will be unanimity throughout
the Ward; and to the Bishop will be given
what is required in his official capacity,
and he will have power and strength,
and he will be estimated to some extent
by the influence which he exercises over
the men that are in his Ward.

Well, then, what else shall we do?
you may now inquire. There is an-
other matter I want to engage you in.
I want your help in a cautious, but ef-
fectual crusade against stealing. "Well,
but,” says one, "the President said we
could not stop stealing." This is not
what I was going to ask you to do;



