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"Well, but," says one man, "my wife acts
so like the Devil that I cannot get along
with her. I thought I was married to an
angel, but I have found out I was de-
ceived, and that she is a fiend." If you
were such a fool as to marry a wife of
that kind, you ought to learn a little by
experience.

Now, knowledge is power; and if you
have married a woman that does not an-
swer your expectations, that is not an an-
gel, that does not abound in goodness,
and that is not the very quintessence of
perfection, what will you do? I will go
and get a divorce. Then what will you
do? Live single? No. You will marry
another, then? You answer, "Yes." Then
you will live with her, conquer her, and
control her, I suppose? "Yes," says one,
"that seems like the idea; and I will go
home and let my wife know that she has
got to mind me and obey me." Why, what
are you going to do? "If she don't obey
me, I will chastise her; I will beat her."
I presume you mean to treat her in the
way that some of us are accustomed to
treat our mules? "Yes," says the man, "I
will let her know that she has got to obey
me."

You poor miserable souls who think
thus, if you go home and whip your wives
because of what I say to you tonight upon
family government, the sin shall lie at
your own door, and the lash that will be
upon you shall be far more severe than
anything that you can inflict upon your
poor wives.

I want you to go home and let them
know that you are better men, that you
are improving, that you are better than
they, and that you are improving in righ-
teousness faster than they are. Then,
if your wife is disposed to quarrel, she
will soon get tired of it; she will turn to
righteousness and follow your holy ex-
ample. Then let me urge upon you the
necessity of proving to your wives that
there is more consistency in your conduct

than there is in theirs, and that you are
capable of living without saying harsh
things yourselves.

Brethren, this is the way I want you
to govern your wives, and in ninety-nine
cases out of every hundred you will suc-
ceed in governing them in righteousness;
they will be faithful and true to you, and
to the Gospel that has been revealed in
this dispensation. And if you get a lit-
tle mortified with something that may
transpire, which is often the case, your
wife would adopt the course that she has
seen adopted by you: she would hold her
tongue, unless she could say some very
pleasing thing; and in this way there
will be peace established in your home.
Whenever there is peace, and the home
circle lives in peace and quietude, the
blessings of heaven and the revelations
of the Holy Spirit will be there; its inspi-
ration will be there, and it will be like
a burning, never-dying flame within you,
and you will walk together in peace and
in harmony. You won't stumble and die
in the way; there will be no difference of
feeling; but the twine of family affection
will grow stronger, day by day, and year
by year; and the passing year will add
intensity to that affection that is within
you, and you will have an increased de-
termination to live your religion.

Then your children would see in their
parents an example for speaking the
truth and acting truthfully to each other.
Then there would be an example before
them, and they would, no doubt, obey
the truth, and regard you as truthful and
sincere in all your expressions, whether
in regard to the things of God or those
of a more trivial character. They would
then see that you struggled not only to
speak of the truth, but to exhibit it in all
the actions of your lives.

This is the way I want you to live
your religion in this Ward; this is
the way I want you to sustain your


