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soul: it will make everything in the soul
tranquil as the blest in heaven. It is
that which must abide constantly within
us; it is that which must be developed
in our homes. Why? That all the mem-
bers of that home may become legitimate
lovers of the truth, be truthful in all they
do and say, and be calculated by their
good works to subserve the ends of righ-
teousness and peace, and to bring about
the purposes of God. "Why," says one,
"the Gospel seems to be a great matter
to be carried to the simple circles of our
homes, and for it to enter into the trivial
affairs of our everyday life; it seems to
be a small matter to that vast infinitude
of greatness and glory in its fulness that
we seek to enjoy in a future state.”

Brethren and sisters, what greatness
you expect to enjoy, what you intend to
enjoy in the fountain of bliss that lies be-
fore the Saints! The origin of all this, the
region where it must be commenced is in
the soul, at the firesides, within the cir-
cle of your family. Where is it to come
from? If the blessings developed that
constitute the happiness of the saved
and sanctified, that enrich the pleasures
of those that have passed away, are at-
tainable, why have we not been blessed?
Why has not the Gospel brought salva-
tion to our firesides and to our homes?
Why, we have naught but imperfections
of our own. But these could not stand
in the way; for the blood of Jesus could
have cleansed us from sin, aside from our
own works, according to the feelings of
some. Then why is it that we are these
slaves of sin, and are afflicted with the
consequences thereof? Why is it that the
sanctuary of home is deprived of these
blessings? The Gospel that saved Je-
sus, that clothed him with power, that
bestowed upon him all the perfections
that he possessed as a God, why has it
not wrought out its work with us? Our
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firesides have not been blessed with the
harmony and bliss that is affected by
its purity and hallowed influence. We
would not inquire where is heaven, or
say how far it is from us, from our homes;
for there would be a fountain of bliss to
anyone who would partake of the food
that angels feed upon—who would par-
take and realize the perfection in which
they dwell, and the harmony by which
they are associated, and those that dwell
with them. Then it would be no matter
of uncertainty with us; neither should
we care whether heaven was a little way
off, or at a vast or immeasurable dis-
tance; for then in our homes, within our
own family circles, would be that heaven
and happiness for which we are seeking.
There would be perfection; there would
be the beauty of holiness in spirit and in
truth.

Now, this is the religion that should
be developed at home; it should be of
domestic manufacture as well as the
clothes that we wear; and their beauty,
you know we are told, should consist in
the beauty of the workmanship of our
own hands.

If we realized that our salvation de-
pended upon our living in peace at home
with our wives and children, and upon
our cherishing the principles of virtue, of
holiness, and of purity, do you suppose
that we should ever be at a loss for an
opportunity of doing some good? Do you
suppose we should ever be at a loss to do
something that would save the cause of
truth? Our homes and our heaven would
ever be with us. The constitution and es-
tablishment of our homes in peace, and
making that happiness, and giving that
satisfaction which will produce it, consti-
tute the burden of our labor at home and
abroad.

But we are called to go and preach
the Gospel to distant nations, simply
that the honest may be gathered to-
gether and have homes like you and



