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It is very encouraging to the Saints to
know and realize that this duty and priv-
ilege rests on their shoulders. The Lord
in his kindness has enlightened their
minds to see the ripening of the work he
has commenced and will perform.

The world cannot understand the
work in which we are engaged. They
look upon this Church as another sect or
persuasion of people. In one sense we
are. Our forms of worship are similar
to theirs; but this abiding faith they do
not have. We have something to cling to
about which they know nothing—which
their doctrines do not teach. The bless-
ings we enjoy they think of as being a
great way off—something to be hoped
for, but not expected. We understand
things they do not; therefore we have
great cause to rejoice and offer thanks-
giving and praise to our God. We have
great cause to be industrious and active
in the discharge and full performance of
our duties, and to concentrate our inter-
ests in this kingdom and in its advance-
ment.

Let that be our daily work. Let us
have no other business—nothing that
shall come between us and our duty in
regard to this. Let not the Evil One place
any barrier between us and our daily
righteous walk.

It is the duty of each and every one
of the Saints to feel that share of re-
sponsibility that belongs to them. Upon
our shoulders the kingdom rests, and the
Lord is perfectly willing to roll it forth so
fast as he shall have a people that are
willing and capable to bear it off. Let
us not be impatient if things do not come
about as fast as we wish to see them; for,
let me assure you, if the Lord were to an-
swer our desires with respect to this, we
should not be able to bear up under it.
So fast as he can get a people who will be
able to bear the kingdom off, he will roll
it onward.

The people of God must strengthen

their knees, gird up their loins, endeavor
to have their faith increased by living
nearer to the Lord, and by shaking off
the Evil One.

There are too many among us who
shake hands with the Devil; and while
this is so the Lord cannot bless this peo-
ple as he wants to bless them. Were he
to pour out the multiplicity of blessings
he has in store upon them now, it would
send many of them to destruction; oth-
erwise his great blessings will save them
when they understand them. It is neces-
sary we should live near to the Lord.

I am not obliged to mingle with evil
because it surrounds me. An Elder
whose duty calls him into the Gentile
world can keep himself as pure and as
holy as he was in the midst of the Saints.
He may enwrap himself as in a cloak
against every evil that would surround
his footsteps.

It is in the power of every man to re-
sist the Devil, and he will flee from him.
He will not take possession of any man's
heart unless he makes him a welcome in-
habitant and invites him to share in his
affections.

It is in the power of every man and
every woman not to give way to evil
thoughts and speak evil against their
neighbors. If they do this, the first thing
they know they are overcome. They will
think evil in the first place; and if they
encourage the evil thoughts, they will fi-
nally give utterance to them; and when
they do this, they are still further from
the true path than before. And so they
go on, until they are overtaken by apos-
tasy, which they did not think of when
they commenced this course.

Everyone has his own peculiar
feelings, and it is well enough for
people to be courteous one to an-
other: but suppose a thing is done
that comes across our natural feel-
ings and judgment a little—why should
we set our judgment to be above that
of our brethren? Why should one


