
280 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

is the Author of our existence—the Giver
of every good and perfect gift, and he
must be obeyed. If he has restored
the holy Priesthood to the children of
men and organized his Church upon the
earth, it is time that we knew it. If we do
not know it, let us, in the first place, find
out whether his Church is here or not;
and wherever we find it, with its keys
and powers, let us bow to its mandates
and observe religiously its order.

I will here make a few remarks which
I think will check some of the complaints
from women about their husbands. I
acknowledge that many women know
much more than their husbands, and for
this reason the faith and confidence in
them droop; they do not seek to uphold
them in the dignity of their position and
calling. And again, maybe the husband
does not magnify his priesthood, follow
diligently the duties of his calling, and
increase in the faith of the Gospel, as it
is his privilege to do. He should be the
head of the wife all the day long. I will
venture to say a little more upon this
point. I like to see people consistent with
the wisdom they profess to have. Were
I a woman possessed of great powers
of mind, filled with wisdom, and, upon
the whole, a magnanimous woman, and
had been privileged with my choice, and
had married a man, and found myself
deceived, he not answering my expecta-
tions, and I being sorry that I had made
such a choice, let me show my wisdom
by not complaining about it. A woman's
wisdom and judgment has failed her
once in the choice of a husband, and it
may again, if she is not very careful.
By seeking to cast off her husband—by
withdrawing her confidence and good-
will from him, she casts a dark shade
upon his path, when, by pursuing a
proper course of love, obedience, and en-
couragement, he might attain to that
perfection she had anticipated in him.

When the enemy once gets advantage
over you, he is very apt to improve upon
it, and to gain a greater when he has an-
other opportunity.

If wives have wicked and unfaithful
husbands, if children have wicked and
unfaithful parents, if Wards have un-
faithful Bishops, and if there are Presi-
dents who are not capable of magnifying
their Priesthood and calling, let wives,
children, and people seek unto the Lord
to be filled with that power of the Holy
Ghost that will remove those unfaithful
persons to other quarters. Let them re-
move them by the power of faith in such
a way as not in the least to infringe upon
the rights of a single person, giving them
no just ground for complaint. Let all the
Saints fulfil every duty, and manifest in
their lives true and full obedience to the
commandments and requirements of the
Gospel, then our Bishops and presiding
officers can say, "God bless you, brother!"
or "God bless you, sister! You are follow-
ing your calling and mission, and mag-
nifying your being on the earth." If all
the people would so live, there would be
no High Council or Bishop's Court neces-
sary to adjudicate upon matters of con-
tention and strife. If a man did not lay
his poles on his fence to please me, I
would go and turn them, and he would
be quite willing that I should be accom-
modated.

I will give you a text: Except I am
one with my good brethren, do not say
that I am a Latter-day Saint. We must
be one. Our faith must be concentrated
in one great work—the building up of
the kingdom of God on the earth, and
our works must aim to the accomplish-
ment of that great purpose. This peo-
ple, I am happy to say, are fast improv-
ing. In our testimony meeting yester-
day, I could not refrain from weeping
for joy. What a peaceful, joyous, happy,
heavenly spirit rested upon the con-


