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Are there any persons in this con-
gregation who feel to sanction the shed-
ding of the blood of innocent men in this
generation? If you do, though you were
not present to put forth your hand to
stab the fatal blow, remember you are
guilty. What said Jesus to the people in
his day? "Wherefore, behold, I send unto
you prophets, and wise men, and scribes:
and some of them ye shall kill and cru-
cify; and some of them shall ye scourge
in your synagogues, and persecute them
from city to city: That upon you may
come all the righteous blood shed upon
the earth, from the blood of righteous
Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of
Barachias, whom ye slew between the
temple and the altar. Verily I say unto
you, All these things shall come upon
this generation." How is it that those
who lived two thousand years ago had
to answer the blood of the martyrs slain
five or six thousand years ago? Because
they sanctioned the deed by putting to
death the living Prophets sent to them.
When a man puts forth his hand to shed
the blood of a living servant of God who
bears testimony of the truth, and has
been sent by authority of God, that man
is guilty of the blood of all the servants
of God who have been slain from the cre-
ation; and all who sanction the deed will
have to be punished with those murder-
ers that actually perpetrated the same.

There will be a great many murder-
ers in this generation; for there are hun-
dreds and thousands of pious, sancti-
fied hypocrites in the pulpit, and edi-
tors of the press, and the people that
feel to say, concerning the martyrdom of
the Prophet Joseph Smith, I am glad of
it; thank the Lord that they have killed
him, &c., just as they said about Jesus
in his day, and about all the Prophets
in former times; and the blood of all

these ancient martyrs will be required at
their hands.

Murder is a prominent evil of this
generation. And again, behold other
prominent evils that exist in our large
cities. Look at the city of New York, for
instance, which contains twenty thou-
sand female prostitutes, that get their
daily living by prostitution, of course en-
couraged by hundreds of thousands of
male prostitutes, who are just as bad or
worse than the female prostitutes. Here
is a sample of one city. Then go to
Boston, Albany, St. Louis, New Orleans,
Baltimore, Philadelphia, and to all the
principal cities of the American Union,
and you will find the same proportion of
prostitutes among those cities who are
sunk in the lowest depths of degrada-
tion, daily and hourly prostituting them-
selves, and disobeying one of the most
strict and holy commandments of God
ever issued from his throne; and this
is only a beginning as it were. Read
the statistics of the great city of London,
which show there is in it something like
ninety thousand female prostitutes; and
all these must be encouraged and sup-
ported by millions of male prostitutes.
This is carried on not for one year only
or two years, but for a whole genera-
tion, and from generation to generation.
Then step across into the European gov-
ernments. Go into France, into Germany,
Prussia, and all those old countries of the
East, and you will find in many of those
nations, as the statistics show, one-half
of the children that are born to be ille-
gitimate; and that is only a beginning
of the corruptions that exist. There are
more that are covered up in the dark,
that are not made so publicly manifest,
than what are made manifest by the
births of illegitimate children. There are
probably a hundred sins that are dark
and hidden from the gaze of the pub-
lic to one that comes to light. Then


