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had preserved seven thousand who had
not bowed the knee to Baal.

Compare this people with the mass
of mankind, and what other class will
sacrifice for their faith what we have—
will sell their buildings, farms, and other
property, subject themselves to poverty
and want, and travel thousands of miles?
Not many who profess the Christian re-
ligion, though some of the pagans might.
The Latter-day Saints sacrifice every-
thing for their religion. Do not be dis-
couraged, for the Lord is on Israel's side,
and it behooves us to prove to him that
we are on his side.

Some are fearful that the Lord will
forsake them. A child may begin to cry
right here and be distressed with the
fear that this house is going to leave it,
and its conduct would be as consistent
as to fear that God will forsake any per-
son who is walking in the path of truth.
Who does he forsake? None save those
who first forsake him and begin to walk
in by-and-forbidden paths, where nei-
ther he nor his angels walk; and then
such persons say the Lord has forsaken
them. They have forsaken the path
of rectitude and are upon the grounds
of the Devil, being led captive by his
will, and do not enjoy the benign in-
fluence that flows from the Fountain of
all intelligence as they did when they
were in the path of truth. Never be
fearful that the Lord will first forsake

you; for you have first to leave him, since
he never forsaketh those who are striv-
ing to do right. Abide in the truth, and
you are sure to enjoy, more or less, the
sanctifying influence of the Holy Ghost;
and if you do not, you have strayed from
the paths of rectitude and truth—of love
and mercy. You must forsake the ways of
the Lord in order to get out of the way,
and then the Lord will forsake you. Oth-
erwise he is with you, more or less, by his
influence—with you by his angels and
his protecting care. I want you to thor-
oughly understand that you are not to
fear any being in heaven, on earth, or in
hell, superior to fearing that Being who
has created the heavens and the earth,
by whom we and all things are.

Now, brethren, I wish to hear you ex-
press your feelings, and want you to oc-
cupy the time. We have all the time al-
lotted to us in a state of probation, and
then forever and ever, worlds without
end. And if we do not live to enjoy truth,
it is because we take the road that leads
to dissolution. We must live to be pre-
pared for better or for worse for all time
to come; so we will not hurry the exer-
cises of our meeting.

God bless you and fire your hearts
to speak and to exercise yourselves in
the faith of the holy Gospel, that we
may know and understand for ourselves.
Amen.


