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upon the face of the earth, that could
abide the appearance of the Son of Man
in his glory—that could look upon him?

Are you prepared for the distress that
is coming upon the nations? Many of
you frequently think that your lot is very
hard—that your trials are numerous and
severe, and imagine this and that; and
there is a great disposition with many of
you, as well as with the rest of the world,
to pity yourselves. You had better con-
tinue to pity yourselves, each and every
one, lest we should not be right in all
the things of God as fast as he is rolling
them along. I have been driven from my
home five times; I have left my houses
and lands and everything I had. Do I
wish evil to come upon my enemies? Ev-
ery time I think of it, and when my mind
is opened by the visions of the Lord to see
the weeping, the wailing, and distress of
the nations, that many who now live will
see, there is not a person in this room
that could bear it. There are no eyes
looking upon me that could bear to see
the awful distress that the nations are
bringing upon themselves—to look upon
the judgments of the Almighty that they
are bringing upon themselves.

You think that you see distress. I
have seen poverty; I have seen the gray-
headed father and mother bowed to their
graves with starvation; I have seen the
middle-aged, the youth, and young chil-
dren going to their graves through star-
vation: but I have seen nothing to com-
pare with what I shall yet see, if I live.
I shall see the distress that will be upon
the nations. Look a little further and re-
flect upon what the Lord will do when
he has revolutionized the nations and
cleansed and purged this earth with fire.
Are we prepared to sit down with Jesus
when he comes? We had better be care-
ful to know whether we are prepared.

We think that we have great occa-
sion for sorrow; but how should we feel,
after all our preparations, faith, labors,
and looking forth for the coming of the
Son of Man, to be consumed by the
brightness of his appearance? We had
better be purifying our hearts: that is
the best occupation I can recommend to
the Saints. I would recommend such a
course, far beyond taking their neigh-
bor's cattle, breaking down their neigh-
bor's fences, spending their Sabbaths in
the canyons getting wood, or doing any-
thing that they should not do. Ask
such persons whether they pray. "No."
A man in the Eleventh Ward said, "I
prayed daily over my crops last year, and
my harvest was very light: this year I
have not prayed, and my crops look first-
rate." Those who think that they can suc-
ceed without praying, try it, and I will
promise them eternal destruction, if they
persist in that course. Some think that
they can prosper by lying a little, break-
ing the Sabbath, and doing almost every-
thing that they ought not to do. In the
end they will learn that they have trod
the path that leads to the first and sec-
ond death, which will have power over
them; and the time will come when they
will be as though they had not been.

It is recorded that Job clung to the
Lord and proved his integrity to his Fa-
ther and God. The Lord, to try him,
suffered his crops to be laid waste, his
property to be plundered, his sons to
be destroyed, and sorely afflicted him
in divers ways; and so it has been and
will be with thousands of other persons.
And though their property, families, and
friends be taken from them, yet they
should trust in their God, even though
he should slay them. And you will learn,
by-and-by, what reward he has prepared
for them.

I am striving for the crown that


