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in his mental capacity, for he was the
Son of the Father who dwells in eter-
nity, and was capacitated to receive
the wisdom of eternity faster than we
can. But we are capacitated to shun
every evil, if we listen to the still
small voice and to those holy prin-
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ciples that flow from the fountain of all
intelligence.

Cleave to light and intelligence with
all your hearts, my brethren, that you
may be prepared to preserve your iden-
tity, which is the greatest gift of God.
God bless you! Amen.
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In rising before a congregation of
Saints, I generally feel as though I want
to say something that will be for the ben-
efit of my brethren and sisters. Some-
thing that will be of some real practi-
cal use is, in my opinion, what we want;
but to talk about abstract theories, ideal-
ities, and things that have not much sub-
stance or reality in them, I do not think
is of much use to anybody. In regard to
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, it is so great,
so extensive, so comprehensive, so deep,
so high, and so various, that it is almost
impossible for a person to present any-
thing that is wrong. A man can never
speak upon anything that is wrong, so
long as he confines himself to the limits
of truth.

In relation to our present position,
the things with which we are sur-
rounded, the prospects that lie Dbe-
fore us, and our hopes, cares, and
anxieties, these are things that oper-
ate upon our minds, or that ought to
have some influence with us. For in-
stance, I am an Elder in Israel; so are
many of you; and we all profess to be

Saints, nearly the whole of this congre-
gation. Now, the question is, What is it
to be a Saint? And how far am I, and
how far are you fulfilling the obligations
that devolve upon us as Saints of God—
as Elders in Israel—as fathers of fami-
lies and mothers of families? Let us ask
ourselves these questions—Are we per-
forming our various duties in building up
the kingdom of God, in rolling forth his
work upon the earth? And what are we
doing to bring about the latter-day glory?
Which of our acts tends to this? Do any of
them? Or do all of them? And what is re-
ally our position? These are things that
it is well for us to weigh, consider, and
find out the real responsibilities that are
resting upon us.

Why did I become a "Mormon?" And
why did we all become "Mormons?" We
should say, Because we believed "Mor-
monism" to be true. What is truth? And
what part of it did we believe? In this
case we should say, All of it. What did
we embrace "Mormonism" for? It cer-



