
minds to train them when at home, and 
when we bow down in our families, or in 
private.

I recollect being once on shipboard; 
the wind was on her side, and the ship 
was going very nicely. The captain looked 
at the compass, and he ripped out some-
thing that is not uncommon with seamen, 
saying to the man at the wheel, “Why do 
you let her round off? Keep her up.” Do 
not let the mind run off, but keep it up to

the point; then we shall make the port: but 
if you let it run off the course, it will be 
found drifting on the lee shore somewhere. 
We have got to keep it up, and not let it 
swing off. We must not let the mind de-
part, but keep it on the true course. “If 
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be 
full of light.”

May God grant it, for Christ’s sake! 
Amen.
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I have listened with much pleasure 
to the remarks that have been made by 
 brother Hyde.

The subjects upon which he has dwelt 
this morning are of great importance to the 
Saints of the living God. They are subjects 
upon which I have often meditated, and it 
rejoices my heart to hear them so nobly il-
lustrated before this congregation.

The subject of the concentration of 
the mind is one that both old and young 
are interested in, from the fact that it has 
not only a bearing on this present life, but 
upon our future state of existence.

If we should inquire how it is that man-
kind in this present life are able to accom-
plish naturally many great and important 
things, the answer would be—Because 
they have the power of concentrating  
their minds upon the subjects that are  
before them. It is, therefore, not only a

subject that interests the Saints, but it is 
one which interests all intelligent people 
more or less. Nothing very great can be 
accomplished without a concentration of 
mind.

If we had time, we might illustrate this 
subject still further. We might refer you to 
some of the great and remarkable examples 
on record, in relation to those men who 
are denominated by the world “learned 
men.” See what they have accomplished. 
For instance, permit me to refer to Sir 
Isaac Newton. How was it that he was able 
to make his important discoveries? Because 
he had disciplined his mind to that extent 
that he could concentrate it for a long pe-
riod of time upon one object. What dis-
coveries did he make by this means? He 
discovered that peculiar kind of force 
that holds together the celestial bodies of  
the universe. He discovered not only
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