
142 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

high: "Glory! Hallelujah! How happy I
felt when I first got religion!" How do you
feel now? "Not so well." That is the expe-
rience of the Christian world; and, un-
fortunately, it is the experience of many
who are called Latter-day Saints. Some
exclaim, "O that we could feel as we did
when we first received the Gospel!" If you
have not known and understood more
than you did when you first embraced
the Gospel—if you have not grown in
grace and in the knowledge of the truth,
it proves that you are not yet worthy to
receive further blessings. How can you
expect to receive blessings that you will
not improve upon? Let every man and
woman that believes in the redemption
of Zion, the gathering of Israel, the call-
ing of Prophets and Apostles in the last
days, and the building up of the kingdom
of God, no more to be thrown down, come
here prepared to receive the mysteries
of the kingdom and to learn the further
things of eternity, to bring heaven to
earth, and in their understandings be ex-
alted to heaven; and would you see men
and women going back to the States and
to California, and joining hands with the
most corrupt spirits that hell can spew
out?

I am still here, and intend to remain;
but whether I shall continue to have
faith enough to carry out my desires is
not for me to say, though I am one of the
best hands in the world to fight dogs in
flocks of sheep; and I desire to stay until
the last one is kicked from off the earth,
and a place prepared for the habitation
of Saints, and they prepared to receive
the Savior when he comes.

Jesus has been upon the earth a
great many more times than you are
aware of. When Jesus makes his next
appearance upon the earth, but few
of this Church and kingdom will be
prepared to receive him and see him
face to face and converse with him;

but he will come to his temple. Will he
remain and dwell upon the earth a thou-
sand years, without returning? He will
come here, and return to his mansion
where he dwells with his Father, and
come again to the earth, and again re-
turn to his Father, according to my un-
derstanding. Then angels will come and
begin to resurrect the dead, and the Sav-
ior will also raise the dead, and they will
receive the keys of the resurrection, and
will begin to assist in that work. Will the
wicked know of it? They will know just
as much about that as they now know
about "Mormonism," and no more.

When all nations are so subdued to
Jesus that every knee shall bow and ev-
ery tongue shall confess, there will still
be millions on the earth who will not
believe in him; but they will be obliged
to acknowledge his kingly government.
You may call that government ecclesias-
tical, or by whatever term you please;
yet there is no true government on earth
but the government of God, or the holy
Priesthood. Shall I tell you what that
is? In short, it is a perfect system
of government—a kingdom of Gods and
angels and all beings who will submit
themselves to that government. There is
no other true government in heaven or
upon the earth. Do not blame me for be-
lieving in a pure and holy government.

Is man prepared to receive that gov-
ernment? He is not. I can say to these
Latter-day Saints, You are not prepared
to receive that government. You hear
men and women talk about living and
abiding a celestial law, when they do not
so much as know what it is, and are not
prepared to receive it. We have a lit-
tle here and a little there given to us, to
prove whether we will abide that portion
of law that will enable us to enjoy a res-
urrection with the just.

While I was in England I heard


