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parts that I have heard testify the same
things as our brother this morning.

It is this spirit, intelligence, and the
gift of the Holy Ghost and its operations
on our minds, that has made us one. It
is on that account that we speak alike,
think alike, write alike, testify alike, be-
cause we are baptized into one baptism,
and have all partaken of the same Spirit,
and we all feel the same thing and rejoice
in the same hope. Wherever the Spirit
of God operates upon the human mind
in any part of the earth, it is productive
of the same results; and hence you see
people coming in from the east, the west,
the north, and the south to this place, led
and impelled by the same Spirit.

Why did you leave your homes, break
up your establishments, bid adieu to
your friends and associates, and traverse
oceans, seas, deserts, and plains, in order
to come here? Because you were inspired
by that same Spirit. And why were you
inspired by it? How did it originate? And
where did it come from? Why, the Lord
has set his hand to accomplish his de-
signs in these last days; he has opened
the heavens and revealed his purposes to
his servants the Prophets, and has called
his people from the ends of the earth to
gather together, that he might establish
his Zion upon the earth, and bring to
pass these things which have been spo-
ken of by all the holy Prophets since the
world was.

We have listened to the voice of the
charmer—participated in all the bless-
ings of the Gospel; and this has been the
means of our gathering together in this
place. Why did we come here? For the
same reason this brother said he came—
to serve God and work righteousness,
gain intelligence, and bring salvation to
ourselves, to our wives and our chil-
dren, and obtain it for our progenitors.

We came here to learn the principles of
eternal life, and be enabled to fulfil our
destiny upon the earth, and prepare our-
selves and our posterity for a celestial in-
heritance in the eternal worlds.

It seems strange to many, perhaps,
that a people like us—a people as inno-
cent as this people are—a people who
have desired to serve God as sincerely
as this people have—a people who are
living up to the principles of truth as
near as we do—I say, it seems strange
to them that we should have to meet
with any difficulty, be persecuted, that
our names should be cast out as evil, and
we be treated with contumely and bitter
reproach, as the offscouring of all things;
and that even a nation like that of the
United States should array itself against
us. Men, you know, all profess to be hon-
est, more or less; and if they are, this cer-
tainly has a very strange appearance.

Yet, when we come to reflect, and look
back upon men who lived in other ages,
whom we have been taught to believe
were honest and good, as we profess to
be, and see their names cast out as evil
too, and that some of the best of men had
to wander in sheepskins and goatskins,
and dwell in deserts, and dens, and caves
of the earth—that they were destitute,
afflicted, tormented, whipped, stoned,
imprisoned, and put to death—we see
that it is only now as it has been hereto-
fore. This has been the state of things
generally in the world, so far as the
servants of God are concerned in this
world. With all its boasted magnanim-
ity, with all its intelligence, with all its
erudition, with all its talent, with all
its pomp and glory, and professed intel-
ligence and philosophy, there has never
been a time, since the world began, but
men of the most elevated character, of
the most exalted natures, of the best and
most moral habits—virtuous men that


