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Christ is as good as it was a year ago, or
as it was in Kirtland or Nauvoo; and it
is our privilege to continue to increase in
blessings, glory, power, and virtue from
this time henceforth and forever; and
therefore I say, Brethren and sisters, let
us lay these things to heart, and let us
look at them as they exist before us. Let
us read the revelations of God, and give
heed to the teachings of the living ora-
cles, and have faith in their promises,
that we may thereby have the Spirit
of God to enlighten us and to guide us
through this probation.

The Presidency of this Church are
good men; they are filled with the Spirit
of the Lord continually—with the spirit
of teaching—of counsel; which, if we fol-
low, will lead us on to eternal life: there-
fore we are blest and saved when we
obey their teaching.

We have our leading men and our
Governor, all of whom have proceeded
out of the midst of us. Our judges,
our wise men, and our rulers are those
that have come out of the house of
Israel; and this is a blessing and a
privilege that Israel have not enjoyed
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for many generations. We see that the
Elders have gone forth and labored for
the upbuilding of the kingdom of God,
and for carrying out the purposes of our
heavenly Father, and for the accomplish-
ment of the great work of the latter days.

We have the greatest reason to be
thankful of any people upon the earth;
and we should realize that as we have
been preserved heretofore, so we shall be
hereafter; and though the United States,
and though all Europe and hell may
make war upon us, yet, if we listen to
the counsel that has been given, the blow
will be warded off; and whatever we may
be called to pass through will be for our
salvation, exaltation, and glory.

I pray the Lord, my heavenly Fa-
ther, to grant us his Spirit, that we may
prize our blessings, keep our covenants,
and continually have his favor, and con-
tinue humble and faithful; and that he
will pour out those judgments upon the
wicked, proud, and the rebellious which
they desire to inflict upon the people
of God; which may the Lord grant, for
Christ's sake! Amen.



