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heaven and devoured the sacrifice, and
not only that, but it consumed the wa-
ter itself, and all things pertaining to
the sacrifice were consumed by the fire
that descended from heaven. Many of
the people were convinced that Baal was
not the true God, and that the prophets
of Baal were false prophets. What was
the result? This true Prophet said to
them, Take those prophets of Baal and
slay every one of them: so they went to
work and killed all the prophets of Baal.
By-and-by, this same Prophet went forth
into a certain place, followed by Elisha,
knowing that the time was come for him
to be taken from the midst of Israel; and
behold, there appeared a chariot of fire
and horsemen, and it came down from
heaven, and Elijah was placed in the
chariot, and wafted to heaven, body and
spirit, flesh and bones.

Then Elijah is not dead. If we could
have a view of the heavenly host at the
present day, we should see Elijah there.
But he is to be sent from heaven on a
mission to our earth. "Behold, I will send
you Elijah the prophet before the great
and dreadful day of the Lord shall come."
We need never look for the coming of the
Son of God—for the day when he shall
suddenly come to his temple and sit like
a refiner of silver, and as with fuller's
soap to purify and purge the sons of Levi,
&c., until Elijah the Prophet is sent. But
the great question is, Has he been sent?
If he has, it must have been of a very re-
cent date, for the great and dreadful day
of the Lord has not yet come; for there
are still wicked men upon the earth.
What is the testimony of the Prophet
Joseph Smith? We believe him to be the
Prophet of the Lord in this great and last
dispensation. We Latter-day Saints be-
lieve this fact. What did he testify in the
Kirtland Temple, after it was built and
consecrated and dedicated unto the Lord

of hosts? He testified that he, in con-
nection with others, had the ministra-
tion of Elijah the Prophet, who appeared
to them in great glory. You can read
this in the History of Joseph Smith, the
Prophet: we can read all the instructions
that were given in relation to his partic-
ular mission.

We cannot suppose that that great
Prophet is coming down upon the earth
to wander about among the nations, and
to continue in this wicked world. If he is
sent at all, he will be sent with power
and authority, like other angels sent
from heaven, to bestow the same author-
ity that is upon himself on some individ-
uals on the earth, that they may go forth
holding the same authority that Elijah
himself held, having the same keys, re-
ceiving the same instructions, in regard
to the Latter-day dispensation—a mis-
sion, in other words, sent from heaven
by Elijah as a ministering angel to seek
out the chosen vessels, and ordain them,
and send them to administer to the in-
habitants of the earth. This is the way
the Lord commits dispensations: instead
of sending angels to wander on the earth,
he sends them to ordain others, to re-
store the authority, and set the work ago-
ing. This Church had already been or-
ganized, and certain authority and offi-
cers had been restored; but no Elijah had
yet come. John the Baptist had come, in
fulfillment of the 3rd chapter of Malachi
and the 40th chapter of Isaiah: he came
to restore the Priesthood of Levi, in or-
der that those holding it might be puri-
fied as gold and silver, to offer an offering
in righteousness when the Lord should
suddenly come to his temple.

Peter, James, and John had also been
sent as Apostles to restore the Apos-
tleship to the earth; for no man held
that power and authority: and in or-
der that it might be restored, it was
needful that an Apostle, holding the


