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For a few weeks past, so far as I
have knowledge from the reports made
to me, the people have never felt so well
since they have been in these Valleys.
The prospect of ancient "Mormonism," of
again leaving our homes, probably gives
a spring to our feelings, especially since
we, for the first time, have the privi-
lege of laying waste our improvements,
and are not obliged to leave our inher-
itances to strangers to enjoy and revel
in the fruits of our labors. It is a con-
solation to me that I have the privilege
of laying in ashes and in the dust the
improvements I have made, rather than
those who would cut my throat, solely for
my faith, shall inhabit my buildings and
enjoy my fields and fruits. Heretofore I
have often left my home and the fruits of
my labors for others to enjoy.

Persecution is learning us to adopt a
course for self-preservation, as you will
readily understand from a few circum-
stances I will mention. Within a few
weeks, for the first time to my knowledge
since we have been settled in these val-
leys, a sister, wife, or family in this com-
munity has taken the pains to pick up
a few potatoes, that would otherwise be
wasted, and make them into starch. A
woman can, in an hour or two, make a
pound or a pound and a half of starch
from potatoes that would lie and rot.
Has this been done heretofore? Not to
my knowledge. And so long as brooms
were brought from the States, people
would not raise broom corn. And so long
as traders brought in starch, would our
women make it? No; though a woman
can, in a short time, make a dollar and
a half or two dollar's worth from pota-
toes that would otherwise go to waste.
Would this community condescend to
make starch, so long as it was imported
and they could buy it? They would not.
I say it, because they did not. And
if there were tons of starch here, they

would find market for the whole of it,
while the hard-earned fruits of the hus-
bandman's labor would lie and rot.

Who has controlled circumstances to
learn us to sustain ourselves? Have
you and I? No, not in the least; but
it has been accomplished by the Provi-
dence that leads us. We have been urg-
ing the people for years and years to
do these things they are now compelled
to. From the time we came here, you
have been told to take bran or potatoes
and make starch, and not buy it in the
stores. Who would have been at the
trouble of making cloth, if it could be
bought of Gentile traders? Do you think
many in this community would? No, no
more than the women would have made
starch. The women had not time, though
they had time to visit from one end of the
city to the other. They could take time to
run to the stores—to walk a mile or two
shopping every day, but they never had
time to make a little starch, or spin a lit-
tle stocking yarn for themselves, if those
articles could be bought in the stores.

I am satisfied that the people now be-
gin to learn that they can make their
own clothing, and that those who do not
learn will run the risk of being uncom-
fortably clad. But would this people, by
their wisdom, ever have brought them-
selves to that independence that God
will, by his providence, in a seeming
chastisement? I say seeming, for it is no
chastisement: it is a blessing to this peo-
ple, and one of the greatest that can be
bestowed upon us, to cut the thread be-
tween us and our enemies, and oblige us
to sustain ourselves in everything that
we can produce with our labor, skill, and
economy. The Lord can bring this about,
or cause the Devil to do it, just as he
pleases.

If we would only forsake our re-


