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that matter cannot be destroyed—that it
is subject to organization and disorgani-
zation; and could understand that mat-
ter can be organized and brought forth
into intelligence, and to possess more in-
telligence, and to continue to increase
in that intelligence; and could learn
those principles that organized matter
into animals, vegetables, and into intel-
ligent beings; and could discern the Di-
vinity acting, operating, and diffusing
principles into matter to produce intelli-
gent beings, and to exalt them—to what?
Happiness. Will nothing short of that
fully satisfy the spirits implanted within
us? No.

You can daily observe the operations
of the spirits of men in the streets of
this city. There you can now see the
world exhibited as it is. You can see peo-
ple hurrying from the east to the west,
from the west to the east, from the north
to the south, and from the south to the
north. Have they an object in view? Ask
the traveler whether he has; ask the by-
stander whether there is an object in his
mind. Whether I stand or walk, whether
I labor or rest, lie down or rise up, in
all my acts in life there is an object. I
have something in view, you have some-
thing in view, and so has the whole hu-
man family, as also all intelligence of ev-
ery grade.

What principal object have human
beings in view? Happiness. Give me
glory, give me power, give me wealth,
give me a good name, give me influence
with my fellow men, give me all these,
and it does not follow that I am thereby
made happy; that depends altogether
upon what principle those acquisitions
were gained. Absolute tyranny never
can produce happiness, neither can an
influence unjustly gained and used; but
give me influence with the children of
men, and can that alone produce happi-
ness? It cannot. What will give a man
joy? That which will give him peace?

What will produce joy and peace? If
a man gains influence from the confi-
dence he enjoys through his integrity, his
honesty, goodness, uprightness, virtue,
and truth, that influence will satisfy
his mind; and influence gained in other
courses cannot.

Many have been hated, despised, and
hunted, on account of their influence
with their fellow beings. Has anyone in
our generation? Yes. Are there not scores
of men and women here who are famil-
iar with the death of our Prophet? Why
did people hate him? Because of his in-
fluence. Did he gain or exercise an un-
righteous influence? By no means. He
possessed a righteous influence over the
spirits, feelings, passions, and disposi-
tions of all who delighted in truth and
goodness, so far as he associated, and
could guide them at his pleasure.

Am I hated for the same cause? I
am. I am hated for teaching people
the way of life and salvation—for teach-
ing them principles that pertain to eter-
nity, by which the Gods were and are,
and by which they gain influence and
power. Obtain that influence, and you
will be hated, despised, and hunted like
the roe upon the mountains. The way
to obtain that influence is pointed out—
by whom? By him through whom the
worlds were created, and who has re-
deemed this earth and all things upon it.

He gave his life a ransom to atone
for the sins of the world, and he has
pointed out the way. His law is sacred,
omnipotent, eternal; and that is the law
to obey. Let the Lord speak, and let the
people obey. That is the way to gain
that happiness which all mankind are
seeking, and no other course can satisfy
the noble, Godlike spirit placed in man,
who is formed for the express purpose
of preserving his identity to all eternity.
Without strict observance to the laws
by which worlds were and are created


