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If we are deemed abundantly able
to foot the bill of the entire expenses
of the war, pay back the twenty thou-
sand dollars to the Government, build
our own State House, or occupy the
one already built, and even then sup-
port whole omnibuses full of wives
and children, though proscribed as we

are from the benefits of the Land Bill,
the people of the United States must al-
low that we far excel all other portions of
their population in real smartness.

God and our country, now and forever,
one and inseparable!
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Ladies and Gentlemen—The subject
that has called us together this evening,
to me, is a very interesting and an im-
portant one; and I trust that it will be no
less so to you, after you shall have un-
derstood its import and nature. It is the
Science of the English Language.

As this language has been more
highly honored in our day, by the
Supreme Ruler above, than any other, in
that he hath chosen it as the most beau-
tifully grand and impressive medium
through which his mandates could be
conveyed to mortal beings here on earth,
can we be justified if we remain in a state
of indifference with regard to its beauty,
its richness, and its strength?

The English language is chiefly de-
rived from the Saxon, Danish, Celtic,
and Gothic; but in the progressive stages
of its refinement it has been greatly en-
riched by accessions from the Greek,
Latin, French, Spanish, Italian, and Ger-
man languages. The number of words
which it at present consists of, after de-
ducting proper names, and words formed

by the inflections of verbs, nouns, and
adjectives, may be estimated at over
FORTY THOUSAND.

This heterogeneous mass of words, as
found in the English vocabulary, when
drawn out in line of discourse accord-
ing to the laws of syntax, and embel-
lished by the force of rhetorical elocution,
has made nations to tremble and em-
pires to quake. More glorious conquests
have been achieved and victories won by
the force and power of language than by
all the armed legions that ever marched
into the battlefield to meet the foe in
deadly conflict. No widow's tear nor or-
phan's sigh detracts from the splendor
of the former; no aching heart is left to
curse the brutal policy that bereft it of
its dearest earthly object. No plaintive
notes from the deathbed of thousands of
brave and generous warriors to wrap a
nation in garments of deeper mourning;
and it remains to be disproven that our
future destiny, for weal or for woe, is sus-
pended upon our very language. "By thy
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy
words thou shalt be condemned."


