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foretold the establishment of his king-
dom upon this earth; and it will prove
to me a shield to the ordinances of his
house, in the endowments, and in all
the gifts and graces of the Spirit of God
with which the Priesthood, so to speak,
is clothed. The municipal laws of that
kingdom are designed for the protection
of all classes of people in their legitimate
rights; and were it now in its fulness
upon the earth, and the New Jerusalem
built upon this continent, which is the
land of Zion, the Latter-day Saints would
not alone enjoy its blessings, but all de-
nominations and communities would be
alike protected in their rights, whether
they worshipped the Supreme Author of
our existence, or the sun, or the moon, or,
as do some of our aborigines, a white dog;
and none will be permitted to infringe
upon their neighbors, though every knee
shall bow and every tongue confess that
Jesus is the Christ. The Hindoos would
have the privilege of erecting their tem-
ples and of worshipping as they pleased;
but they would not be permitted to com-
pel other worshippers to conform to their
mode of worship, nor to burn their com-
panions upon the funeral pyre; for that
would interfere with individual rights.

The kingdom of God will be extended
over the earth; and it is written, "I will
make thine officers peace, and thine ex-
actors righteousness." Is that day ever
coming? It is; and the doctrine we preach
leads to that point. Even now the form of
the Government of the United States dif-
fers but little from that of the kingdom of
God.

In our Government a President is
elected for four years, and can be re-
elected but once, thus limiting the time
of any one person to but eight years
at most. Would it not be better to
extend that period during life or good
behavior; and when the people have
elected the best man to that office,

continue him in it as long as he will serve
them?

Would it not be better for the States
to elect their Governors upon the same
principle; and if they officiate unjustly,
hurl them from office? If a good man is
thus elected and continues to do his duty,
he will keep in advance of the people;
and if he does not, he does not magnify
his office. Such is the kingdom of God, in
comparison.

When the best man is elected Presi-
dent, let him select the best men he can
find for his counselors or cabinet; and
let all the officers within the province of
the Chief Magistrate to appoint be se-
lected upon the same principle to offici-
ate wisely in different parts of the na-
tion. Our Father in heaven does not visit
every place in person to guide and ad-
minister the law to the people, and to do
this, that, and the other: he never did
and never will; but he has officers, whom
he sends when and where he pleases,
giving to them their credentials and mis-
sions, as does our Government to our fel-
low men here.

Some would have us believe that God
is present everywhere. It is not so. He
is no more everywhere present in person
than the Father and Son are one in per-
son. The Bible teaches that doctrine pre-
cisely as it is.

The kingdom that the Almighty will
set up in the latter days will have its of-
ficers, and those officers will be peace.
Every man that officiates in a public ca-
pacity will be filled with the Spirit of
God, with the light of God, with the
power of God, and will understand right
from wrong, truth from error, light from
darkness, that which tends to life and
that which tends to death. They will
say, "We offer you life; will you receive
it?" "No," some will say. "Then you are
at perfect liberty to choose death: the
Lord does not, neither will we control


