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This body must die: it is so decreed
by the Almighty. "For dust thou art, and
unto dust thou shalt return;" and it mat-
ters little whether you die today or to-
morrow. Do not fear the wicked, but fear
him who has power to destroy both soul
and body. The man that pursues prin-
ciples that tend to death resigns himself
unto death, and no power can hinder it.

People are afraid of "Mormonism," as
they call it. They are afraid of the Gospel
of salvation, and say that we have some-
thing that others have not—that we have
an almighty influence, and that influ-
ence is a mystery. Certainly that influ-
ence is a mystery to all men: it is a mys-
tery to us. I have not time now to explain
to you the reasons why it is a mystery.

When the doctrine of salvation was
first preached to me, and the vision of
my mind was opened, I undertook to
fathom the depth of the Gospel plan; but
I could not. I was familiar with the doc-
trines taught by the various Christian
denominations, and could easily compre-
hend them; but I soon learned that I
could not fathom the full extent of the
doctrine of salvation as revealed in our
day through the Prophet Joseph; for I
discerned that it was incomprehensible
in its extent. It was soon suggested to
me—Which of all the doctrines do you
now say is the most Godlike—that which
you can comprehend and fathom—that
which you can measure, or that which
you cannot? That which I cannot.

To finite capacity there is much which
appears mysterious in the plan of sal-
vation, and there is an eternity of mys-
tery to be unfolded to us; and when
we have lived millions of years in the
presence of God and angels, and have
associated with heavenly beings, shall
we then cease learning? No, or eter-
nity ceases. There is no end. We
go from grace to grace, from light to
light, from truth to truth. But I

do not want to follow that thread any fur-
ther at present.

It is recorded in the Bible that in the
last days the God of heaven will set up
a kingdom. Will that kingdom destroy
the human family? No: it will save ev-
ery person that will and can be saved.
The doctrines of the Savior reveal and
place the believers in possession of prin-
ciples whereby saviors will come upon
Mount Zion to save the house of Esau,
which is the Gentile nations, from sin
and death—all except those who have
sinned against the Holy Ghost. Men
and women will enter into the temples of
God, and be, in comparison, pillars there,
and officiate year after year for those
who have slept thousands of years. The
doctrine of the Christian world, which I
have already said I was familiar with,
sends them to hell irretrievably, which
to me is the height of folly. They do not
understand what the Lord is doing, nor
what he purposes to do.

It is alleged and reiterated that we do
not love the institutions of our country.
I say, and have so said for many years,
that the Constitution and laws of the
United States combine the best form of
Government in force upon the earth. But
does it follow that each officer of the Gov-
ernment administers with justice? No;
for it is well known throughout our na-
tion that very many of our public officers
are as degraded, debased, corrupt, and
regardless of right as men well can be.

I repeat that the Constitution, laws,
and institutions of our Government are
as good as can be, with the intelligence
now possessed by the people. But they,
as also the laws of other nations, are too
often administered in unrighteousness;
and we do not and cannot love and re-
spect the acts of the administrators of
our laws, unless they act justly in their
offices.

Jehovah has decreed and plainly


