HUMAN AND DIVINE GOVERNMENT, ETC.

Catholic, the Episcopalian, the Presby-
terian, the Methodist, the Baptist, the
Quaker, the Shaker, the Hindoo, the Ma-
hometan, and every class of worship-
pers most strictly protected in all their
municipal rights and in the privilege of
worshipping who, what, and when they
pleased, not infringing upon the rights
of others. Does any candid person in his
sound judgment desire any greater lib-
erty?

The Lord has thus far protected
and preserved the human family un-
der their various forms and adminis-
trations of government, notwithstanding
their wickedness, and is still preserving
them; but if the kingdom of God, or a
theocratic government, was established
on the earth, many practices now preva-
lent would be abolished.

One community would not be permit-
ted to array itself in opposition to an-
other to coerce them to their standard;
one denomination would not be suffered
to persecute another because they dif-
fered in religious belief and mode of wor-
ship. Everyone would be fully protected
in the enjoyment of all religious and so-
cial rights, and no state, no government,
no community, no person would have the
privilege of infringing on the rights of an-
other: one Christian community would
not rise up and persecute another.

I will here remark that we are gen-
erally looked upon as a dangerous peo-
ple, and for the reason that there are
thousands and millions of people who are
afraid that justice will be meted out to
them; and they say, to use Scripture lan-
guage, that "if the Saints are let alone,
they will take away our place and na-
tion, and will measure to us what we
have measured to them." They conclude
thus because they estimate others by
themselves, realizing that if they had
the power to deprive us of our rights,
they would exercise it. "We will judge
you Latter-day Saints by ourselves. If
we had the power to destroy you,
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we would do it; and we are afraid that if
you are let alone, you will have the power
to destroy us and will do as we would
under like circumstances." If this people
had that power today, they would not in-
fringe in the least upon the rights of any
person; neither could they, without ceas-
ing to be Saints.

When the Saints of the Most High are
established upon the earth, and are pre-
pared to receive the kingdom of God in
its fulness, as foretold by the Prophet
Daniel, they will have power to protect
themselves and all the sons and daugh-
ters of Adam in their rights. Then, when
a person or community says, "I do not
want to believe your religion," they will
enjoy liberty to believe as they please, as
fully as we shall.

The Creator has given agency to ev-
ery son and daughter of Adam, and he
does not infringe upon our agency. We
are at liberty to believe in him and in his
son Jesus Christ, or to let it alone.

When the kingdom of God is estab-
lished, we can believe in the principles
of the eternal Priesthood or in something
else, and be equally protected in our out-
ward rights. My law, says Jehovah, is
pure: it is the law by which the worlds
are made, and by which all things are.
Those laws tend to exaltation and power;
but the world is observing rules that
tend to death. You have the privilege of
believing and practicing a law that will
bring to an end, if you wish, not only to
the first death, but also to the second.

Jesus has taught us not to fear those
wicked persons that are seeking our
lives. Do not fear those who only have
power to destroy the body, and after that
can harm you no more; but fear God and
observe the laws he has given and will
give, that evil spirits may have no power
over you after the body is left to rest.



