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the word, as soon as it was sown, re-
ceived it, perhaps by the wayside; but
they did not understand it. Now, I have
preached to congregations, and I pre-
sume others have, where people under
the sound of my voice have received the
word the same way; and the spirit has
borne such witness to them that their
hearts have been actually melted under
the influence and power of that preach-
ing; yet say they, with tears in their eyes,
"We do not understand: we acknowledge
there is a power in it, but at the same
time we do not understand it; we do not
see why these things are so. Were not
our fathers and mothers, who have gone
before us, right? We acknowledge there
is a power with you; but we do not under-
stand why there should be such a varia-
tion from the old path."

These receive seed by the wayside,
and the Devil comes and tempts them
and persuades them they do not under-
stand or know anything about it. They
feel its power, and he catches the word
away and throws mists of darkness be-
fore their eyes. These are they that re-
ceive the seed by the wayside.

Then, again, the seed falls upon stony
places, where there is not much earth.
You know, where the ground is stony,
it attracts the heat quicker than where
there are no stones: it draws the warmth
of the sun more; and what little soil there
is dries up quicker than where there is
soil to retain more moisture; and the
seed that falls upon such ground germi-
nates quicker and shows itself quicker.
But there was no chance for the root to
take deep hold; and when the sun arose
and began to pour its strengthening rays
upon it, it withered and died, because it
had no root in good soil.

This class of hearers will corre-
spond very well with another saying
concerning certain characters that re-
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ceived the truth, and did not receive the
love of it in order to have it take effect.
We are not only to receive the truth, but
also the love of it. And where the love
of it is planted, it must flourish—it must
succeed and produce a plentiful crop.
These are they that receive the seed on
stony places. They apparently receive
the word as soon as it is proclaimed to
them; and before the principles have a
chance to take root in their hearts, it
springs up and grows, and prospers for a
time, but withers in the day of adversity.

The circumstances of some of the peo-
ple of this Territory leaving for Califor-
nia brought this parable of the sower
to my mind. For instance, one distin-
guished man in the south urges, for an
excuse for going to California, the late
trouble this people have had with the In-
dians, or rather in consequence of the
rigid measures it was necessary to en-
ter into for protection. He felt himself
imposed upon and his rights infringed
upon, and therefore he would not stay.
He thought the brethren had done him
wrong; consequently, he would go away.

Now, as near as I can learn, many
have, under the regulations required for
those times, felt their feelings to be
pinched. Some of them have stood un-
der it like good soldiers, and others have
flown the track and will not endure it
any longer. They think that better mea-
sures could have been instituted.

I am fully of the opinion that the
wisest measures have been adopted
to enforce upon the people, while the
fact is, the operations that are being
entered into for defense and protec-
tion have been our safeguard. The
red men have seen it and marked
the progress and design of our works,
and they have said to themselves, "It
is impossible for us to stand against
such operations; therefore we will



