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hearts of the children of men. It is said,
the Son of Man is he that sowed the good
seed. It appears, then, that in the days
of our Savior was the time of seeding: it
was the time of sowing the word of life
and dispensing it among the children of
men. Sometimes the Savior, in view of
the immediate results of that word in a
limited sense, says to his disciples, "Say
not ye, There are yet four months, and
then cometh the harvest? behold, I say
unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on
the fields; for they are white already to
harvest." At the same time, the general
harvest of the world was not then. The
time he referred to was the time for gath-
ering in the Saints, the fruits of their
labors; but as the field was white already
to harvest, it signified that the world was
in a proper state to receive the word of
life, and the laborers were few; and he
says—"Pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he will send forth laborers
into his harvest."

When we take a more extensive view
of the subject, we find that the grand
harvest is reserved until the last—until
the winding up scene; for it is said, "the
harvest is the end of the world; and the
reapers are the angels," by whose agency
this reaping dispensation was committed
to the children of men.

Someone may say, "If this work of
the last days be true, why did not the
Savior come himself to communicate this
intelligence to the world?" Because to
the angels was committed the power
of reaping the earth, and it was com-
mitted to none else. And after the
mighty champions that hold the keys
of this dispensation came and brought
the intelligence that the time of har-
vest was now—that the time of the end
was drawing nigh—when this procla-
mation was made, and the announce-
ment saluted the ears of the children of

men, what was to be done next? Behold,
the gathering of the Saints begins. That
very moment a man or woman embraces
the Gospel in these latter times, and they
begin to see and understand by the Spirit
of truth, the first thing they think of is,
"We must go and see the Prophet of God
and learn the ways of the Lord from his
lips." What is it that causes this desire
in the hearts of the people? It is the
spirit of gathering together; for wherever
we went, when first this Gospel was sent
to the nations, and proclaimed the glad
tidings, the first thing those who were
awakened by our preaching would say
was, "We want to go to headquarters, to
run together." These were the feelings of
the people common in the circle of my ac-
quaintance and experience.

In early times there was a spirit that
was adapted to the work then. Now, if
you were to set me to laboring, to build-
ing, and sowing seed upon a farm, and
the spirit of preaching the Gospel was
with me, I should not have the spirit of
laboring upon the farm, for I should have
the spirit of preaching the Gospel; and in
doing so, I am in my element; my work
and the spirit I possess correspond, and
each serves to strengthen and advance
me in the field of my labors. This is the
Spirit of the Savior that was poured out
upon the people; and if it had not been
for the spirit of running together that
came upon them, we might have gone
and preached the Gospel and told the
people to repent, and have baptized them
for the remission of sins, and at the same
time they would not have received with
our proclamation the spirit of gathering.
But they received it, and the Spirit bore
witness with our words that the gather-
ing dispensations had actually begun.

In the days of the Savior, there
were some who, as soon as they heard


