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the words of an Apostle who magni-
fies his calling are the words of the
Almighty to the people all the time.
He never need be called in question
whether he revealed the mind of the
Lord or not. Although brothers Willard
Richards, Heber C. Kimball, and myself
are out of the Quorum of the Twelve, our
Apostleship has not been taken from us.
Who ordained me to be First President
of this Church on earth? I answer, It
is the choice of this people, and that is
sufficient. If the Lord designates a plan
how his cause and kingdom can be best
advanced, whose business is it, if it is
the mind of the people to follow it? It
is ours and the Lord's; but it is certainly
not the business of those who are ene-
mies to his cause. I preached consider-
ably upon this point in Nauvoo, to give
the people the understanding of the dif-
ferent callings of men. Joseph Smith was
a Prophet, Seer, and Revelator before he
had power to build up the kingdom of
God, or take the first step towards it.
When did he obtain that power? Not un-
til the angel had ordained him to be an
Apostle. Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery,
and David Whitmer were the first Apos-
tles of this dispensation, though in the
early days of the Church David Whitmer
lost his standing, and another took his
place. I have taught the brethren this
principle years ago. When a man is an
Apostle, and stands at the head of the
kingdom of God on the earth, and magni-
fies his calling, he has the keys of all the
power that ever was bestowed upon mor-
tal man for the building up of the king-
dom of God on the earth.

I will now leave these items and
take up another. I hinted today at
the wisdom of the Lord in opening
the gold mines, and said he had one
object in view, among many others—
namely, to try the faith of the Saints.
By this his wisdom has been exhib-
ited, and much accomplished by it
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among those also who are not Saints.
Take a view of this community. A portion
will not be Saints. This has always been
the case when God had a Church on the
earth. They are not all sheep that are in
the fold, neither are they all Saints who
bear the name. I wish you to understand
that when the sheep are separated from
the goats, they will never again bear the
like afflictions they bore while they min-
gled with the goats, as long as the world
stands; no, neither in this world nor any
other. Let the sheep and goats be once
separated, and the master of that flock
of sheep will never afflict them. When
there are no goats to annoy the sheep,
the latter will mingle with each other
and go hand in hand in full fellowship.
But when goats are among the sheep,
they besmear them with their stink, and
they frisk about, and behave so as to ac-
tually turn the sheep almost into goats.
They will grow short in the hair, look like
goats, and stink like them. The master
of the flock must therefore do something
to preserve the blood of the sheep pure,
lest they completely degenerate and al-
together become goats. They must be
chastened by persecution, to drive out
the stinking goats from their midst. The
Lord opened the California gold mines
to lead them off; and I say to the goats,
Go! I am glad of it. "But do you not
think the sheep will go too?" Never mind,
if they do: they will get well besmeared
with the flavor of the goats, run off and
wash themselves, and come back again.
Though I speak thus, I do not despise the
goats; no, not in the least.

You will perhaps recollect a dream
I had in the spring of 1848, when
so many were going to California. It
seemed as though the whole commu-
nity would be carried away with the
spirit of gold, which caused much
anxiety in my mind and enlightened
my understanding. I dreamed I was



