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hearing an overgrown Gospel sermon
preached here; for the people understand
it perfectly already. But do they under-
stand the principle of self-control, and of
properly ordering their lives and course
before the Lord? Do the Elders of Israel
understand all that the Lord requires of
them? They do not. This belongs to
other branches of the same celestial sci-
ence. This perfect science requires men
and women to be in the school all the
days of their lives; and they will not see
a single day in which they will not learn
some truth with which they were not be-
fore acquainted. They can learn from
themselves—from the world—from the
government of heaven—from the man-
agement, government, control, doctrines,
and laws of eternity, which will yet be ex-
hibited before us. The Lord has estab-
lished the world, with its varied produc-
tions, for the education of his children,
that they may improve upon little things
first, and so continue to increase, grow,
and strengthen, until they become per-
fect men in Christ Jesus. These are the
duties and this is the situation of the El-
ders at home.

We have not had much privilege hith-
erto of meeting together in the Valley.
Four years ago, when the brethren came
into this valley, brother George A. Smith
delivered his first lecture upon the can-
non, for there were no houses wherein
the people could assemble. Since then
they have been greatly blessed, yet they
have had little opportunity of holding
meeting. The first large place we had to
meet in was the Bowery. We felt com-
fortable in it, and I felt as thankful for
it as I ever did for anything in my life;
but as quick as the falling weather came,
it drove the Saints away, and rendered
it necessary to discontinue the meet-
ings in that place and to hold them in
the different Wards, so that it became

impossible to get all the people together.
Now we have a convenient room—the
best hall I ever saw in my life, wherein
the people could be convened on one floor.
I trust we shall renew our strength, meet
here to pray, and to praise the Lord, and
partake of the sacrament, until our feel-
ings are perfectly pure; for we are where
we can sit and enjoy the society of each
other as long as we please, and there is
none to make us afraid. Let us be in-
dustrious in this great school, nor ever
slacken our pace.

There are a great many branches of
education: some go to college to learn
languages, some to study law, some to
study physic, and some to study astron-
omy, and various other branches of sci-
ence. We want every branch of sci-
ence taught in this place that is taught
in the world. But our favorite study
is that branch which particularly be-
longs to the Elders of Israel—namely,
theology. Every Elder should become
a profound theologian—should under-
stand this branch better than all the
world. There is no Elder who has the
power of God upon him but understands
more of the principles of theology than
all the world put together.

This reminds me of a little circum-
stance that transpired here a year ago
last summer. You, no doubt, well recol-
lect Elder Day (a Baptist minister on his
way to California), who used to preach
to us so nicely. I preached one day
when he was present. In the course
of my remarks, I brought up the sub-
ject of the Deity—at the point touching
the character of our Father in heaven,
upon which he desired the most to be
instructed. I dropped the subject and
turned to something else. He went to
dinner with me, and while we sat at the
dinner table, he said, "Brother Young, I
was waiting with all my anxious heart,
with mouth, eyes, and ears open to


