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got into the spirit world, and there he
instructed him) someone whispered to
me—I cannot tell who it was—"Would
it not be a good thing to send some of
our thieves on a mission to take lessons
in that school?" It would perhaps be a
higher school than this: they might feel
themselves exalted and elevated, if they
got into a higher class. [A voice in the
stand: "There are no stray cattle to look
after there!"] I expect stray cattle do not
belong to that department. These mat-
ters are of moment and of vital impor-
tance to the Elders of Israel, and ought
to rest with weight upon their minds.

I do not feel disposed to trespass fur-
ther upon your time. I wanted to reit-
erate the remarks of the President. He
has illustrated the matter and made so
it clear that every eye may see it, and
every heart understand. He knew what
was necessary. He has not only given us
a text, but preached the sermon also. I
cannot make it any plainer, and it would
darken counsel by words without knowl-
edge to attempt it.

I pray and beseech you to be awake to
these things; and may God bless us and
save us all in his kingdom. Amen.
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It may be considered that we are a
mixed congregation, consisting of Bish-
ops, Seventies, High Priests, Elders, the
Twelve, and the First Presidency; but
I consider we are, strictly speaking, a
meeting of the Elders of Israel; for if we
were to be instructed in the duties of any
one of these Quorums, that instruction
would be equally good for all.

This vast concourse of persons
are all Elders in Israel, with but a
very few exceptions; for there are
some Priests, Teachers, and Deacons
present, but not a great many. The
greater portion of the male members
of this community are Elders in the
Church; and, as Elders, we are to be

instructed so as to obtain an understand-
ing of all things pertaining to our duty.

We have heard and felt sufficient to
know that the wisdom which is to be ob-
tained in this kingdom is more satisfac-
tory to us than the boasted wisdom of
the world. This is appreciated by the
majority of this assembly, if not by all.
The knowledge possessed by this peo-
ple is of more value than all the knowl-
edge of the world put together, and in-
finitely greater. In this kingdom you
will find the root of all science, and
that, too, in men who have not been
taught the sciences after the manner of
the world. They understand the origin


