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should know it. I keep a patent lock on
my desk, and there does not anything
leak out that should not.

It pleases me a little to think how
anxious this people are for new revela-
tion. I wish to ask you a question: Do
this people know whether they have re-
ceived any revelation since the death of
Joseph, as a people? I can tell you that
you receive them continually. I would be
willing the Elders of Israel should un-
derstand one principle; and this I have
taught often. This is also taught in
the old and new Scriptures, or, in other
words, in the former and latter Scrip-
tures, the principle is set forth simply,
which is this—When a man is called, as
Joseph was, to be a Prophet, he writes
his revelations. Joseph wrote a great
many. He would, for instance, give a
revelation to a man to go to Sanpete to
labor; he would give revelations touch-
ing both temporal and spiritual things,
in the building up of houses and cities, or
in the proclamation of the Gospel to the
world—all of which are necessary for the
salvation and exaltation of the people of
the Lord.

Now, brethren, the calling of an Apos-
tle is to build up the kingdom of God in
all the world: it is the Apostle that holds
the keys of his power, and nobody else.
If an Apostle magnifies his calling, he is
the word of the Lord to this people all
the time, or else he does not magnify his
calling—either one or the other.

If he magnifies his calling, his words
are the words of eternal life and sal-
vation to those who hearken to them,
just as much so as any written reve-
lations contained in these three books
(Bible, Book of Mormon, and Doctrine
and Covenants). There is nothing con-
tained in these three books that is any
more revelation than the words of an
Apostle that is magnifying his calling.

I want you to understand it. If it was
necessary to write them, we would write
all the time. We would rather the people,
however, would live so as to have reve-
lations for themselves, and then do the
work we are called to do: that is enough
for us. Can any of you think of any rev-
elations you have received that are not
written? You can.

I preached a short sermon here, yes-
terday, with regard to exaltation. I spoke
but a few minutes, and brother Pratt
brought up the same subject. It is all
connected with the great Gospel sermon;
for we can but notice parts of it, when we
undertake to speak to the people.

It is all connected with the exaltation
of man, showing how he becomes exalted
to be a king and a Priest—yea, even a
God, like his Father in heaven. Without
the doctrine that this revelation reveals,
no man on earth ever could be exalted to
be a God. Do you find out now, when you
are exalted, what your work will be yon-
der? We read in the Scriptures that Je-
sus declared he is the First and the Last.
It is written again in this book, by the
Prophet Joseph, that he is the First and
the Last—the Last and the First. This
principle you see in all the works of the
Lord. When a man commences the work
of his exaltation, he begins at the last
thing that will be completed. Our spir-
its, thousands of years ago, were first be-
gotten; and at the consummation of all
things, when the Savior has finished his
work and presented it to the Father, he
will be crowned.

None of you will receive your crowns
of glory, immortality, and eternal lives
before he receives his. He will be
crowned first, and then we shall be
crowned, everyone in his order; for
the work is finished, and the spirit is
complete in its organization with the
tabernacle. The world is the first to
be redeemed, and the people last to


