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help us to eat it. That do to the emigrant
Saints, everyone of you. I know it is the
will of the Lord you should do it; and
I know, if he should speak to you him-
self, he would tell you the same thing. I
tell you just as it is; and that is just as
good, precisely, as though another came
and told you. Then the brethren will feel
joyful; their hearts will be made glad,
and they will know that you are actually
growing in the knowledge of the truth.

There are a great many coming.
Brother Benson says all are coming,
even the great granddaddies and great
grandmammies, uncles and aunts—all
are coming, and I am glad of it. I re-
joice; for it puts us in a position that we
can send out Elders from this place into
all the world; whereas, before, our cir-
cumstances needed all the men we had
here to prepare for the gathering of the
Saints. Now the time has come that we
can send out our little parties to gather
up Israel and preach the Gospel to the
nations before the end comes.

The reports we have heard from our
brethren are favorable, cheering, and re-
joicing to every heart. Those who are
coming from the islands of the sea and
from the old countries where the El-
ders have been sent—those from Pot-
tawatomie and the States are coming
home. For the present, this is the place
of gathering; here the standard is reared
for the Latter-day Saints from all na-
tions, that they may spread out from this
place and fill up other places, until the
whole continent of America, which is the
land of Zion, shall be peopled with the
Saints of the Most High.

Question: When are we going back to
Jackson County? Not until the Lord com-
mands his people; and it is just as much
as you and I can do to get ready to go
when he does command us.

Brothers Benson and Grant have

been successful in their missions.
Brother Benson says some of the
brethren were glad when he was
mobbed. I was glad of it; for every mob-
bing difficulty will add glory upon the
heads of the humble, faithful, and con-
trite in heart. It serves to prove and
give them experience; it shows them
the contrast between the one and the
other. All this is preparatory for the
Saints to enter into their rest, and for
the wicked to receive their punishment.
Brother Benson has been successful;
and I thank the Lord Almighty that he
turned the key here last fall, and caused
a tremendous commotion among the po-
litical elements—earthquake, thunder-
ing, and lightning above and below the
earth, with great excitement. This gath-
ered a great many more Saints than if
it had been fair weather all the time.
This clashing and noise of the elements
stirred up the people in Pottawatomie,
and then they wanted to go to the moun-
tains, like brother George A. Smith, in
the latter days of Nauvoo: he wanted
to go to the mountains, or to Califor-
nia, or to Oregon; he was not very
particular. What for? Simply because
he was obliged to go somewhere. The
Saints who are coming now from Pot-
tawatomie were obliged to leave for the
valleys of the mountains. Why? Be-
cause they had to run somewhere. Do
you suppose I am sorry because of per-
secution? No: I never was in my life;
but I have thanked God a thousand
times that the Devil is not yet bound;
for if he had been, the Saints would
have gone to sleep; and if there could
be such a thing, they would have been
blotted out of existence, with all their in-
telligence, and the earth have received
them into its bowels. Light, knowledge,
truth, wickedness of every kind, the
works of the Almighty, and the works
of the Devil, all conspire to roll on the
great work that the Lord Jesus Christ is


