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you mean to do better (if you do intend
to). This would be a good speech, if you
could say nothing more. But if you don't
intend to do better, tell them so; say you
intend to get drunk every chance you can
get, and do all the mischief you can: then
the Teacher will know what to do with
you—cut you off from the Church, and
have no more trouble with you. Let the
child say, "I have been thinking of this
work, and mean to keep the command-
ments of God," or something of this kind,
if he can say it in truth; but speak the
truth at all times. You could say some-
thing, and you would increase in confi-
dence. Someone may think, "If I should
speak or pray, I should spoil the English
language." No matter. In your prayers
you do not need to say a great many
things to make a speech; but begin by
saying, "Our Father, who art in heaven;"
then ask for those things that you want
and have faith to obtain, and not ask
for a thousand things that you don't ex-
pect to get. And how many things can
we think of that we should thank the
Lord for! No matter how broken your
speech, you can ask for what you want
of men. But the child does not often ask
the parent for anything worth a hundred
dollars, for they would not expect to get
it; but they would ask for bread when
they were hungry, in confidence, and get
it. I would ask the Lord for things ac-
cording to my wants and faith, as Elijah
did when he asked for rain, when there
had not been any for three years and six
months. What would you think to hear
brother Pratt pray, and saying, "O Lord,
give me some bread today!" This I have
had to do all my life. I ask God daily for
those things which I want. Now, do not
mock God by asking him for those things
you do not expect to get.

When the children come to meet-
ing, and anyone should stand out,
and would not speak or pray, they
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will soon come to it, for they would not
like to be out of fashion, and we should
make praying, speaking, and righteous-
ness fashionable. Then it would not be
a trial to do our duty; then all could
be taught, and our follies and errors be
corrected. The Teachers should be very
particular that all the members speak,
pray, and do their duty. What, if we
should neglect this branch of the king-
dom, and our children should be called to
make their first speech, and that should
be before Congress or before any body of
men where it required confidence, care,
and wisdom to present their views in a
clear, distinct, and understanding man-
ner. I would not be in that situation for
a thousand dollars. But let our children
commence speaking together, and learn
while they are children. And their minds
should be stored with good things in the
days of their youth; for what good would
it do this people to live till the coming of
Christ, if they were not doing the work of
God and preparing themselves for it, but
spending their time in amusement?

All of us may not be called to go on
missions, but all should live in such a
manner that they may be useful in the
kingdom of God. Every woman should
help her husband to fulfil his mission. If
I am an Apostle, what then? Is my wife
an Apostle? She may be engaged in help-
ing in the apostleship. And every sister
that desires it can find an opportunity of
doing good in the kingdom of God.

How many of you in former days
have spoken with delight of the work
that was promised you should perform,
in your patriarchal blessings—that you
should teach and instruct the Laman-
ites, not only in the Gospel, but in
domestic labors. This mission is now
about to open before you. I hope all
will be ready to fulfil it; and if all
set a good example before them, it
will do much good; but if some set a



