THE PRIESTHOOD, ETC.

lead us in the way of everlasting life. If
we do this, though we may suffer the loss
of all that we possess on the earth, and
even lay down our mortal bodies for the
Gospel's sake, God will reward us in this
world an hundredfold, and in that which
is to come he will crown us with eternal
lives.

Brethren, let us individually—yea,
let every man and woman, every Bishop,
every Elder, every High Priest, ev-
ery Deacon, and every member of the
Church of Jesus Christ stand firm for the
cause of God in their place and station.
Let every man who has a family preside
over that family as a man of God; and
if he has no more to preside over than
old Henry Sherwood had, when Cap-
tain Clark asked him who he presided
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over, and he answered that he presided
over himself and his wife—let him do it
in love and mercy and righteousness be-
fore God.

I was in Kirtland, I was in Far West,
and in Davis County; and my feelings
are just the same today as they were
when brother Hyrum Smith announced
that brother Joseph was in bonds, and
that we were all prisoners, and required
to give up our arms. I said that I would
rather die a free man than submit to
such tyranny. I am a valiant man, you
know, when I am a long way from dan-
ger.

May God bless us, and bless all Is-
rael in the tops of the mountains and
everywhere else, and make them our
friends, is my prayer, in the name of Je-
sus Christ. Amen.
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The Priesthood was first given to
Adam. He obtained the First Presidency,
and held the keys of it from generation
to generation. He obtained it in the cre-
ation, before the world was formed, as
in Gen. 1. 20, 26, 28. He had domin-
ion given him over every living creature.
He is Michael the Archangel, spoken of
in the Scriptures. Then to Noah, who is
Gabriel: he stands next in authority to
Adam in the Priesthood. He was called
of God to this office, and was the Fa-
ther of all living in his day, and to him
was given the dominion. These men held
keys first on earth, and then in heaven.

The Priesthood is an everlasting prin-
ciple, and existed with God from eter-
nity, and will to eternity, without begin-
ning of days or end of years. The keys
have to be brought from heaven, when-
ever the Gospel is sent. When they are
revealed from heaven, it is by Adam's au-
thority. Daniel vii. speaks of the Ancient
of Days. He means the oldest man—
our Father Adam (Michael). He will call
his children together and hold a coun-
cil with them to prepare them for the
coming of the Son of Man. He (Adam)
is the Father of the human family, and
presides over the spirits of all men; and



