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It is with peculiar feelings, brethren
and sisters, that I arise to speak a few
moments; and I have as good a right to
apologize for standing before you as any
other man; but I have no apologies to
make, for the simple reason that I am
glad of an opportunity to express in pub-
lic a few of my feelings.

I have not been with the people called
Latter-day Saints as long as some of my
brethren; but I have been with this peo-
ple twenty-five years, and I have ob-
served closely their meanderings, their
toils, and their labors. I have seen them
in prosperity, but it remained only for
a short time; and I have seen them in
adversity, suffering from nakedness and
hunger; and last of all, I have seen them
in these peaceful valleys, with none to
harm them or make them afraid.

The ten years past have been a sab-
batic year to the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints—a jubilee—a time
of rest.

I will not go into the detail of all
the scenes that the Latter-day Saints
have passed through since the organi-
zation of this Church on the 6th of
April, 1830, which most of you are ac-
quainted with, either by experience or
by reading the history of this people.
Suffice it to say that, as a people, we
have had more peace during our so-
journ in these mountains, and we have

enjoyed ourselves better than ever we
did before. I believe, for one, that I have
in some degree appreciated this day of
rest which I have enjoyed with you, for I
have felt in my spirit that it was a bless-
ing to be here; and I believe that all the
Saints of God have felt this, to a certain
extent.

The Lord showed this place unto his
servants, the First Presidency of this
Church, and the few pioneers who ac-
companied them; and from that day to
the present I have involuntarily felt like
shouting, "Glory! Hallelujah!" Yes, I
have felt this, and feel it now.

Is this because I am now more coura-
geous than I was fifteen or twenty years
ago? No. It is because, with you, I
have prayed, hundreds of times, that we
might enjoy the freedom of the sons of
God; and I can now behold the faint glim-
merings of the dawn of that day when
the Saints will be free to serve their God
and go forth untrammeled in the accom-
plishment of his purposes, in the build-
ing up of his kingdom, and in the estab-
lishment of righteousness in the earth.

Have we not great cause for rejoic-
ing in the prospects before us? If
we love truth more than error, virtue
more than vice, honor and integrity
more than baseness and degradation,
then surely our hearts will be glad
and our souls will rejoice in the God



