THE LORD'S PROVIDENTIAL CARE, ETC.

You that are acquainted with the
words of the Prophets can remember
that the Lord has promised through
them, that he would hide his people in
the last days while his wrath and indig-
nation should pass through the wicked
nations of the earth.

What is the testimony of the Elders of
Israel in relation to the situation and cir-
cumstances of the nations of the earth,
where they have traveled for the last few
years? Does it not portray to us the most
horrible scene of suffering? Abomina-
tions of the lowest caste are practiced
among those nations that bear the fair
title of Christian nations, and they have
sunk the deepest of all others in degra-
dation, wickedness, and wretchedness.

Is the Lord vexing the nations? Yes;
and there is no place where the Lord
could better secure his people than in
these valleys, behind these towering bul-
warks which his enemies cannot throw
down. Powder and ball cannot move
them. Behind these the Lord has se-
curely planted his little flock, where
he has nourished and cherished it by
Prophets and Apostles, and watered it
with the dews of heaven, strengthening
it with manna—the bread of heaven, in-
spiring the hearts of his servants to give
unto it that nourishment that is neces-
sary to make it grow and prosper, until
its branches run over the wall and Zion
becomes terrible to her enemies when
they shall come up to war against her.

The Prophets have truly spoken of
this day and looked upon it with admira-
tion. When I call to mind that I have the
honor of being a member of that Church
which the Lord Almighty has planted in
the latter day, it fills my heart with sen-
sations of joy and gladness which lan-
guage fails to express or communicate.

My brother said his heart leaped
with joy on the 24th of July, when
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the declaration of independence was
made. My meditations and sensations
were, no doubt, something like those of
the fathers who fought for the liberty
and independence we ought now to en-
joy. They were glad of the dawning priv-
ilege of worshipping God in their own
way, and of worshipping that God they
chose to worship, whether it was the God
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, or none at
all.

Did they not have to fight for that lib-
erty? Yes. Should any of the sons of
Zion fall in the contest for similar priv-
ileges in our day, thank heaven's King,
they will have the privilege and honor of
sealing their testimony with their blood,
and of becoming martyrs in the latter
day to Heaven's cause. Will their moth-
ers, fathers, brothers, and sisters have
any reason to mourn because their son
or brother has died a martyr to Heaven's
cause? No; for they will wear a martyr's
crown, which makes it more desirable for
us to go out in the defense of Heaven's
cause, and lose our lives to establish this
kingdom and help to sustain it upon the
earth, or to dwindle away in sickness,
hunger, and thirst, brought upon us from
the ungodly conduct of our enemies.

Have not a great many already fallen
victims to their cruelty? Yes. Have
not I seen many women and children
consigned to the silent grave because of
their cruelty? I have; and all because
we are the friends of God. Were we
standing in open defiance of the man-
dates of king Immanuel, would they be
our enemies? No. They are the ene-
mies of Jesus, our elder Brother, who
has for a long time withdrawn himself,
as he said in the parable, when he com-
pared the kingdom of heaven to a man
who let out his vineyard and took a
journey into a far country. Jesus has
taken his journey; but thanks be to
heaven's King—to God, our heavenly Fa-
ther, he has said in these last days, "My



