THE PROSPERITY OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

We should reflect upon the covenants
and obligations that we have made unto
God and before our brethren. There
are many keys in those holy covenants
whereby we can derive comfort.

Obedience is the grand key whereby
this people are to be exalted; and I sin-
cerely believe that the Presidency are
comforted by the obedience that is ren-
dered to their requirements.

It is the mind that makes the man;
and if that mind is centered upon correct
objects—if it cultivates and cherishes
them, that mind is improving. There
is no time nor circumstances through
which we may be passing but there is
opportunity for improvement. I learn
this daily. And there are no hours that
pass but there are opportunities for our
advancement in the principles of exalta-
tion.

I believe that reformation and union
can be carried to a greater extent than
they have been. If there is a love for the
truth in the people, it will be manifest
in true plainness and true honesty: our
yea will be yea, and our nay will be nay.
The Scriptures say, "Whatsoever cometh
more than this is evil;" but true plain-
ness and true honesty is what we want.
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If we are not advancing in light, we
are either standing still or going back-
ward. The great principles that we are to
be governed by dwell in simplicity; they
are easy to be understood by any and all
who will apply themselves.

The condescension of Heaven is
great: there can be no greater condescen-
sion than is manifested to us. We have
attained our heirship. We know there is
such a principle as well as we know there
is a God.

Baptism for remission of sins and the
laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy
Ghost are as simple as anything can be.
All the great fundamental principles of
salvation are simple. We can compre-
hend and understand them—we can in-
crease and grow by the power of them.

In adding to our faith, it is neces-
sary that we should add virtue first, then
knowledge; and these we should culti-
vate daily and hourly.

Brethren, I intend, as far as I have
power, to instruct by example. Without
it, I would give very little for all the pre-
cepts that are or can be set forth in a
family or abroad among the people.

May God bless you, is my prayer, in
the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen.



