HAPPY PROSPECTS OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

Saints than any past period of our his-
tory. I have no doubt, when we view this
period in years that are to come, that
we shall be able to give a brighter ac-
count of our progress than we have done
in any times that are gone by. This will
assuredly be the case.

We never were placed in the position
we are now in. We are situated here, and
our enemies are close by us. There have
been steps taken by them that place us
in a different position to what we ever
were in before; and who shrinks? I do
not, and I do not know that anybody else
does.

I praise God and thank him for it,
that we are placed in a position where
we dare to declare the truth to the world
and to the nation to which we have been
connected, and where our brethren now
have the independence to declare the
truths of God and say what steps we will
take in defense of our wives and chil-
dren.

Whether I die on a scaffold or while
preaching the Gospel to the wicked
through iron grates, yet I should rejoice.
I leave the result in the hands of God,
and pray that he will rule all things in
a way that will be for the salvation of his
Saints and for the upbuilding of his king-
dom. My heart rejoices and I feel right,
and that the Lord will overrule all for our
good.

Brethren and sisters, I feel that short
sermons are the best, and I feel that
there is a degree of the power of God
among the people to such an extent that
I have never before realized. @What
is the reason of this? You know for
the last year past many have turned
from their sins, and, I trust, have for-
saken them. There has been a great
change; for where darkness and careless-
ness prevailed, and almost wholly per-
vaded the minds of the people, I per-
ceive there is an increase of faith in the

209

promises of God—an increase of inter-
est in the cause and kingdom of God
upon the earth. Many are laying aside
personal interests to sacrifice all for the
building up of the kingdom of God, and
all seem to be trying who can be the most
successful.

I rejoice in this, and I say that noth-
ing could be a better symptom of the gifts
and graces of the Gospel being in the peo-
ple. I feel that God has blessed this peo-
ple, even beyond my most sanguine ex-
pectations, though I always believed that
God would save us and bring us through.
But it is no matter, if it takes twenty-five
years to do that which might be accom-
plished in one—it is all right—it is all
through faith. If there is faith enough
in this people to do in one hour what is
the ordinary work of years, it would be
brought about by the simple act of faith.

If it takes us years to gain that ex-
perience which we could learn in a day,
it is our own fault. The Lord declared
to his disciples that he had many things
to say to them, but they could not bear
them at that time, for they could not bear
all things; therefore he had to give them
instructions by piecemeal, because they
could not bear the fulness of the light.

It is so now. It is but little that
the Saints can bear, and I want you to
bear it in your minds, for every move
of the Holy Spirit softens the hearts
of the people: there is with it an ac-
companying blessing; there is something
that warms the conscience and makes
the spirit tender. The heart should be
susceptible and pliable to the touch of
the Spirit. Do not forsake that—do not
drive that out of your heart, but make
yourself more and more acquainted with
the Spirit and power of God. A man
may pass through all the ordinances of
the house of God, but he must have
the impress of the Holy Ghost upon his
mind, or he cannot receive that fulness



