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seen the contrast between this people
and the world most visibly during the
last three or four months.

What is the condition of the Govern-
ment of the United States? They are all
looking at the President, just as a child
would, apparently expecting that some-
thing would be done. They are hoping
and expecting that Government would
take "Mormonism" in hand and wipe it
out of existence in a few days. But Uncle
Sam, uncle Bill, uncle Tom, and all our
uncles and cousins, will find something
to do if they attempt such a thing.

The people of the United States seem
paralyzed, and do not know what to do.
They are waiting for the Government to
call for volunteers, and then they say
they are all ready to go. California peo-
ple say they are all ready to rally. But I
tell you, I believe what brother Brigham
has said—They will not come here. The
priest in the pulpit is ready, and says, "O
yes, we must go and wipe out the Mor-
mons; but do not ask me to go."

This is like an old man that had some
boys, and when he wanted a job of work
done he would say, "Go, boys, and do
that:" but his neighbor, who had a lot
of boys also, when he wanted anything
done, used to say, "Come, boys, let us
do that." It is just so with the priests,
lawyers, doctors, and all others who are
opposed to "Mormonism:" they say, "O
yes, go and wipe out the Mormons;" but
they never want to go themselves.

I will tell you, the majority of the peo-
ple in the States do not care the ashes of
a rye straw for their officers, and it is just
so in the army: in fact, they none of them
care much for each other; but they care a
good deal for Uncle Sam's money.

When we landed in San Francisco,
the officers were so much afraid that

the troops would desert, that they went
and guarded them themselves; and we
left them patrolling the docks there. The
officers were Yankees, stiff and starched,
and they said, "Mormonism must be
extinguished—yes, this must be done."

"Colonel Casey, what do you think
about it?" He seemed to be a peaceable
kind of man, and said he could not tell
what would have to be done. The Colonel
was then asked if he fostered the idea of
going to an innocent people and extermi-
nating men, women, and children? He
said, "I do not like it; it is contrary to
my feelings; but the Government of the
United States have taken the thing in
hand, and we, as officers, are compelled
to carry out their plans, or resign."

Let us do the very best we can,
brethren and sisters; for the day may
come when we may be thankful for every
foot of greasewood and of desert country
there is between us and our enemies.

I am glad that we came through on
the southern route, for I have been en-
abled to learn a little of the road.

The editors in the States are prompt-
ing Government to bring their troops
from the south. Why, they do not know;
only they are not, on that route, so sub-
ject to snowstorms, and they can travel
in the winter. But I can tell them, the
south route is ten times worse than the
east: it is one perfect desert from Muddy
Creek clear through. There is now and
then a patch of grass on the journey. But
what can a large army do?

The canyon coming up the Santa
Clara is quite as good as Echo, and some
think a little better. It does seem as if
those mountains and canyons have been
prepared on purpose; and we have great
cause to be thankful for those natural de-
fenses.

Here we have liberty to do right


