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of my Governor. It is a question I never
asked him myself, for I never took the
pains to inquire anything about it. But
still, as I am a Yankee, I will guess, if
that will do you any good. Now," said I,
"I will be honest with you, for your pas-
tor has given me the freedom of speech;
and, if I may judge from appearances,
I should presume he has some fifty or
sixty."

He then asked, "Why do you believe
in that doctrine?"

I replied, "Why did Abraham believe
in it? Why do you wish to raise a quar-
rel with me, when all the Prophets spo-
ken of in the Bible you believe in both
taught and practiced it?" He could not
tell; but the amount of it was, he wanted
to put down "Mormonism"—not that he
could rebut the testimony that was pre-
sented, but he had a spirit to endeavor to
put down the cause of God.

The principles of the Gospel are go-
ing to either damn or save all to whom
they are presented. There are hundreds
and thousands and tens of thousands of
people in the world who this day know
that "Mormonism" is true, and they are
using their money and their influence to
hinder its progress.

The priests of the day are ready to
collect their pence and shillings to perse-
cute the Saints of God and to foster and
sustain those who will do it.

Wherever you find a man in Eng-
land, in Germany, or in Denmark, who
takes the periodicals of the day, he can
sit down and tell you all about the
Latter-day Saints. He can tell you what
we believe; and, providing you could
converse with him without his know-
ing you were a "Mormon," or a ser-
vant of God sent to him with the ev-
erlasting Gospel, he would sit down
and tell you all about "Mormonism."
But you must appear as a stranger

and ask, "Do you know anything about
the Latter-day Saints in Utah?" "O yes,"
he will say, and proceed to tell you what
we believe. But the moment you let
him know who you are and undertake
to preach to him, he will turn round and
deny everything that he has said. What
is the reason of this? It is because he is
dishonest and has partaken of the spirit
of the father of lies, who is determined to
use his influence and power to the injury
and destruction of the Saints of God.

I was received in Massachusetts as I
never was before by my friends, for they
hailed me with joy. But were they ready
to receive the Gospel? No—no more than
they were fourteen years ago. I could
see they had a spirit to persecute the
Saints, and they would have been as eas-
ily lit up as a lucifer match. "Well," said
one, "did you come that way back?" "No,
and I never want to go again, unless the
Almighty commands me."

When we came to New York we
looked through the pioneer trail, but it
did not look right: but when we looked
south, it was all light; so we took the
steamer for the Isthmus.

We had on board 1,150 passengers,
200 or 300 of whom were United States
troops. When we were loading up, the
soldiers were driven on board, like pigs,
as thick as they could stand.

Government is shipping men round
by the Isthmus of Panama to California,
and we were informed the next steamer
was to bring 600 men. There was a good
deal of fault found by the officers of Gov-
ernment because there were only 250
along with us; but it was said, "They are
going to ship them by thousands to Cali-
fornia, and then forward them to Utah."

They said they were coming to Cal-
ifornia; but when we asked them pri-
vately where they were destined for, they
said, "We are going to Utah."


