
JUDGMENT ACCORDING TO WORKS, ETC. 175

the difficulty? It is, "Hurrah for the gold!
Hurrah for the stores! Hurrah for the
merchants! Hurrah for hell! Let us have
a portion of hell here."

Elders who have been to St. Louis
and had credit for a cent should not have
brought a thousand or two thousand dol-
lars' worth of goods here and fooled them
away, having fooled them out of mer-
chants who still remain fools.

Shut down the gate, and stop bring-
ing ribbons and foolery here. I wish the
ribbons and like articles were all sunk
in the bottom of the sea, rather than
have them brought here. Do you know
enough to clothe yourselves? Yes, when
you are driven to it. It makes me think
of what we passed through in Missouri,
when Joseph was preaching the Conse-
cration law for surplus property. Would
any man listen to that law? No, not a
man. "Will you pay Tithing?" "I cannot
any way in the world, for I have not as
much property as I want."

When the army came and took away
the guns, killed our cattle, fired our
houses, took possession of our fields, and
compelled the brethren, at the point of
the bayonet, to sign away their property
to pay the expenses of the war, one fellow
said, "By——, see these men, how keen
and fine they look! Old Joe has been try-
ing for years to make them consecrate
their property, but he could not persuade
them to do it. We can make them conse-
crate."

The brethren felt well: but suppose
they had been required to sign a deed of
trust to the kingdom of God on the earth,
would they have done it? No; they would
have suffered themselves to be damned
before they would have done it. Can you
not see the ignorance of the people in
those things? And to this day you can see
men come here penniless, and hear them
say, "We had plenty of money where

we came from." Then why did you not
gather when you had money? "We
wanted to make more, to bring a great
amount into the kingdom." Thus men
come here penniless, and feel well about
it. Enquire into the matter, and you will
often learn that last year they had sev-
eral thousand dollars, but it has gone
into the hands of the Gentiles.

Suppose a poor Elder, while on a mis-
sion, should borrow ten dollars of such
a person, that person will come here
and be ready to apostatize, unless that
money is paid; but if the devils get it,
"Oh, it is all right." Such feelings are in
the hearts of some men and women now
before me. With them it is, "If my ene-
mies get my property, all well; but I don't
want the kingdom of God to have it." Ask
them whether they want the kingdom of
God to have their property, and they will
reply, "O yes; ourselves and all we have
are in the kingdom of God:" but touch a
dollar of theirs, and they will squirm.

We are trying to become Saints,
and by-and-by we will actually become
Saints. When men are Saints, they will
bring their thousands and lay them at
the feet of the Bishops, Apostles, and
Prophets, saying, "Here is my money; it
is now where it should be." But now what
do you see? If an Elder has borrowed a
little money, or been helped in any man-
ner, he must be chased home and made
to pay the uttermost farthing, or there is
dissatisfaction. Fortunately that is not
the case with all. A portion of the prin-
ciple of darkness is in the hearts of the
people; but it is fast going out, and they
are coming to a knowledge of the truth.

One of the first and plainest prin-
ciples to be believed and practiced is
to put ourselves and all we have into
the kingdom of God, and then be dic-
tated by the Lord and his servants. Is
there any danger? Some are ready


