BLESSINGS OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

of the Lord. We forget that God and an-
gels are looking upon us; we forget that
the spirits of just men made perfect and
our ancient fathers, who are looking for-
ward for the establishment of the king-
dom of God upon the earth, are gazing
upon us, and that our acts are open to
the inspection of all the authorized agen-
cies of the invisible world.

And, forgetting these things some-
times, we act the part of fools, and the
Spirit of God is grieved; it withdraws
from us, and we are then left to grope
our way in the dark. But if we could live
our religion, fear God, be strictly honest,
observe his laws and his statutes, and
keep his commandments to do them, we
should feel very different; we should feel
comfortable and happy; our spirits would
be peaceful and buoyant; and from day to
day, from week to week, and from year to
year, our joys would increase.

Other causes also operate to retard
the Saints in their progress. Most of
us have come out of and been mixed up
with the world; we have been associated
with, and have received our education
and ideas in the midst of corruptions of
every kind, and we have sucked it in as
with our mother's milk.

Even our religion has been corrupt,
and our ideas of morality have been
wrong; our politics, law, and philosophy
have all been wrenched, twisted, and
perverted; our customs, habits, and as-
sociations have been wrong; and all that
we have come out from is vanity, evil, cor-
rupting, and damnable in its nature.

Is it surprising, then, that we should
find it difficult to live according to the
light and intelligence that dwells in
the bosom of God and that is man-
ifested partially unto us, his people?
Is it surprising that, surrounded as
we have been, and wallowing in cor-
ruption all the day long, that we
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should have partaken more or less of
these things, and that they should still
cling to us?

When Joseph Smith had anything
from God to communicate to the children
of men or to the Church, what was it he
had to fight against all the day long? It
was the prejudices of the people; and, in
many instances, he could not and dared
not reveal the word of God to the people,
for fear they would rise up and reject it.
How many times has he faltered? It was
not that he was particularly afraid; but
he had to look after the welfare and sal-
vation of the people.

If the Prophet Joseph had revealed
everything which the Lord manifested to
him, it would have proven the overthrow
of the people in many instances; hence
he had to treat them like children, and
feed them upon milk, and unfold princi-
ples gradually, just as they could receive
them.

Was all this because it was so hard
to comprehend correct principles? No; it
was because we were babes and children,
and could not understand.

How is it now, under the administra-
tion of President Young? Much the same,
in this respect. He has often found it
very difficult to make the people under-
stand things as the Lord has revealed
them unto him.

We ourselves have not got rid of our
evils. We have so much professed righ-
teousness and foolish tradition within
us, that we feel indignant many times at
righteous principles, when God reveals
them. Have you not felt so, brethren and
sisters? I know you have, and you know
you have.

What is the reason of this? It is
because you do not understand celes-
tial laws, nor the principles that gov-
ern intelligences in the eternal worlds;
it is because you do not understand
what is best calculated to elevate, en-
noble, and exalt you both in this



