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them to quarrel one with another. If
anything is wrong, they will be ready to
submit that wrong to be made straight
by those who understand it better than
they do. If any misunderstanding arises,
it can easily be adjusted. But, with
our views, prejudices, and traditions, we
are all the time struggling with our-
selves and our own peculiar notions. Ev-
ery person has in his own brain a se-
ries of ideas implanted from early youth,
which he considers to be right; and it
is a very hard matter for us to relin-
quish these deeply-implanted traditions,
which in nine cases out of ten are not
right.

Now, from the early history of this
Church, almost every man, every Elder,
or member that has undertaken to study
or practice law was in a very short time
on the high road to apostasy and destruc-
tion; and every member of this Church
who has undertaken to practice law as
a profession has gone neck-and-heels to
the Devil. What is the reason of this?
They take up the opinions of men that
wrote perhaps hundreds of years ago,
and lay them down as a standard, drive
them down as stakes, and then tie them-
selves to them, and they are immediately
in a peck measure: their minds are con-
tracted to the circumference of a peck
measure, and they are a good deal in the
condition that a gentleman was, by the
name of Silly, who kept a tavern. There
was an eminent Presbyterian minister
who called on him, by the name of Peck.
Silly thought he would joke the minister
before the company at the dinner table,
and said to him, "Mr. Peck, I believe it
takes two pecks to make a half-bushel?"
"Yes, sir; but it only takes one silly to
make a fool." So it only just takes one of
those "Mormon" lawyers to make a fool.

Instead of taking up the subject as
it exists, and enquiring what is right
or wrong, they adopt the Gentile mode

of undertaking to carry a point, right or
wrong; and no Elder of Israel can under-
take to carry a point, right or wrong, just
or unjust, and stand up and defend in-
justice, falsehood, and corruption, with-
out losing the Spirit of God; and it only
takes one such a man to make a fool.

Trace over the history of apostates,
and you will find that in almost every in-
stance they lay down a standard rule—
that is to say, "Thus far will we go, and
no farther." For instance, we will take
the Bible, Book of Mormon, and Doc-
trine and Covenants, and say concerning
them, They are true—the rule and guide
of our faith and practice; they are the law
we must abide, and we must go no fur-
ther; and so their light is blown out. Al-
though these books are true, and there
are many good instructions in them, by
which we may learn the way of life, yet
the very moment we tie ourselves to
them and say we will receive nothing
more, from that moment our light is ex-
tinguished, and we are inside the peck
measure.

Go back to the early history of the
Christian Church, and you find that the
very moment the institutions of Jesus
Christ and his Apostles were presented
to the world, men began to speculate
and philosophize on them, and to dis-
tribute them into different parts, and
speculate on them, adopting their own
wisdom for the wisdom of God. In-
stead of observing strictly the original
principles of salvation, and keeping the
light always blazing—keeping the spirit
of revelation always burning—keeping
the spirit of truth, the lamp of light, and
communications from the Almighty con-
tinually flowing, they adopted a little of
that they had received which suited their
vain notions, saying, "We have enough,
and upon this we will build."

The very moment that revelation
to this Church through our Prophet
and Presidency ceases to be commu-


