SELF-GOVERNMENT, ETC.

useless to endeavor to purify and cleanse
it, because it has been made the theater
of so much corruption and hypocrisy. I
will sweep it out of existence, and utterly
destroy it.

Just so with the Constitution of the
United States. It was framed by the
inspiration of the Almighty, we readily
grant. It has served a certain purpose—
been a partial shield to the Church in
its infancy, or it has been a check upon
mobocracy that otherwise would have
risen against it. It has not been a pro-
tection exactly, but a check; and the
Almighty saw fit to bring forth his work
under this Constitution. It has served
and fulfilled its purpose. Now, look at
the disgraceful roguery practiced under
that Constitution. There cannot be an
election of a President without bribery,
betraying, and buying and selling votes.
Under the Constitution there are all
kinds of trade, traffic, and commerce car-
ried on in a political view. The Constitu-
tion now serves but little purpose other
than a cloak for political gamblers, mer-
chants, and hucksters.

The Almighty looks down from
heaven and sees it impossible to save
the Constitution, to perpetuate it, and
cleanse and purify it; for the wickedness
of the people is determined to sweep it
out of the way. Although it was framed
by his wisdom and skill, and his power
and goodness, yet with as much cheer-
fulness will it be overthrown as it was
ever erected or framed. I presume that
Titus, the Roman Emperor, when he en-
tered Jerusalem, when he overthrew
the temple and the city, was inspired
by the Devil as much to do it, as per-
haps, Solomon was by the Lord to build
it, or those that did build it, because
it had fulfilled its day and its work,
and had become corrupted and impure,
and was the place in which corruption
was practiced; and he would sweep it
away. It is sometimes the case that
in a city where a house of ill fame is
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kept, the people will turn out and demol-
ish the house. It is not because they have
an antipathy against the house, but be-
cause it was the cover in which abomi-
nations were practiced, and they will not
bear it, and they turn out once in a while
and tear down the house. We do not sup-
pose the Almighty had anything against
the temple; but it was a place of resort
for corrupt characters, and he was de-
termined to dispense with them by de-
stroying their haunts of iniquity. We do
not suppose the Almighty has anything
against the Constitution; but it serves as
a kind of cover under which corrupt char-
acters hide themselves and attempt to
carry on all kinds of barter and traffic in
relation to politics; and the Almighty is
determined to uncover and expose them.

What Constitution shall we be gov-
erned by, when unprincipled men have
destroyed the Constitution of our Union?
I will tell you what we shall have: while
we walk in the favor of God, we shall
have a Constitution. The Constitution
written in the Bible? No. In the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants, or Book of
Mormon? No. What kind shall we have,
then? The Constitution that God will
give us. Do you suppose that Joseph
Smith was permitted to be killed because
the Almighty had anything against him?
No. But he wanted the ungodly that re-
jected his testimony to fill up the cup of
their iniquity; and hence they were per-
mitted to take away his life, after he had
accomplished the work he came to ac-
complish, and not before; they could not
touch him before he had done the work
he was sent to do—before he had laid the
foundation of this kingdom. And when
that was completed, he might be taken
from the troubles of this world, that
the ungodly might have the opportunity
of filling up the cup of their iniquity.



